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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

 It is Christmas time again.  It is time for me to dig out all of 

the Christmas decorations from the attic.  We have our artificial pre-lit 

Christmas tree, ornaments, lights, and nativities that need to be put up.  

We have Christmas figurines, Christmas hand towels, and Christmas 

draft dodgers for the doors that need to be used.  Then we have all of the Christmas wish lists to 

make.  We have the shopping to do as we follow the Christmas wish lists of others.  We have to do 

all the wrapping, tagging and storing of presents in their appropriate pile to go to the appropriate 

house for three or four family Christmas celebrations. 

 Christmas can easily become a time of chaos because so much is going on at this time of 

year.  Thankfully, in our house Christmas is often the most organized time of year because of  

everything that is going on.  Helen works on our schedule so that we can know when we need to be 

where and what we need to do to be prepared for each event. 

 This year, I want to encourage all of us to simplify Christmas.  Christmas is a celebration 

of the birth of Jesus Christ the Savior of the world.  This kind of celebration should be extravagant, but only as it celebrates Jesusô 

birthday.  When the celebration becomes about us, as if we did something special on Christmas, we miss the point. 

 That is why I want to remind us that Christmas is not our birthday.  We can simplify Christmas by narrowing our focus to 

celebrating Jesusô birthday.  We can choose to spend less money and time doing what our culture invites us to do, and spend more 

money and time celebrating our saviorôs birth.  This year I have challenged our congregation to spend the same amount of money on 

presents for friends and family as they give to God. 

Our church wants to focus these gifts on a ministry for children in Puerto Rico through the United Methodist Church.  In 

Puerto Rico, 2 out of every 3 children live below the poverty level.  The ministry we will support reaches out to these children, 

serves them in their basic needs, and encourages them to rise above their impoverished circumstances.  I encourage everyone to give 

a gift to Jesus through our Love Offering this month or bring your gift to our Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, where the offering 

taken that night will all go towards this ministry unless otherwise specified. 

Is this the only way you can give a gift to Jesus at Christmas?  No, it is just the ministry the Mission Team chose for our 

focus.  You may be led to give God a gift by offering some time this Christmas in service to someone.  You may have another     

ministry in mind for a financial gift.  Any way you can recognize Jesusô birthday will be a blessing to God.  My hope is simply that 

you would take time this year to cut through all of the fancy fluff around Christmas and focus in on the true Christmas gift.  At 

Christmas we celebrate the gift of salvation that came through a small baby born on Christmas day to simple, everyday people in a 

quant stable.  This simple gift of the baby Jesus deserves our attention and focus this Christmas.  Cut back on the distractions and 

busyness and remember to celebrate that unto us a child is born who has brought the peace of God into our hearts and lives. 

By 

Rev. 

James 

Parks 

 

Simply Christmas  

Childrenõs Musical,  
December 13th at 

8:30am and 10:30am 
 

You donõt  
want to miss it!  

Advent Message Series  

* November 29thðñSimply Peopleò 

* December 6thðñSimple Surroundingsò 

* December 13thðChildrenôs Christmas Musical     

(9:15am Pancake Breakfast) 

* December 20thðñSimple Giftsò 

* December 24th at 7:00pmðñSimply Salvationò          

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service  

* December 27thðOne Worship Service at 10:00am 



 

 

 

Serving Christ outside our doors!  

òYo Estoy Seguroó 

Wednesday Night 611 Meal Schedule  
December 2nd Caseyôs Pizza/Salad/Dessert 

December 9th Caseyôs Pizza/Salad/Dessert 

December 16th  Bring your favorite appetizers for the Birthday Party for Jesus! 

We will not have 611 activities on December 23rd & 30th and January 6th.   

We will resume on January 13, 2010.  Everyone have a blessed Christmas break! 

Still time to schedule pictures! 
If you havenôt scheduled an appointment to 

take a picture for our new directory, call as 

soon as possible.  We have 3 days available in 

December (Monday, Dec. 7th, Tuesday, Dec. 

8th and Thursday, Dec. 10th) for pictures.  

Contact Olan Mills directly at 800-866-2263 

to schedule your appointment.   

Cookie Time!! 
The annual UMW Cookie Walk will be Saturday,   

December 12th from 9:00am to 12:00 noon at the 

church.  The price for a bucket of cookies is $12 ($11 

if you bring your red bucket from last year).  Church 

members have been very generous with cookie  

donations in the past and any help you can give this year will be      

sincerely appreciated.  Please place cookies in containers that do 

not need to be returned and label with the type of cookie.  Cookies 

can be left at the church on Friday, December 11th or on Saturday 

morning, the 12th by 7:30am.  Coffee, cider and cookies will be 

served during the sale.  Thank you for your continued support with 

this delicious fundraiser. 

     With our December Love offering and Christmas Eve Candlelight service offering we will support a ministry for children in 

Puerto Rico called Yo Estoy Seguro, which translates to Yes, I am Sure.  It is a ministry connected to the United Methodist Church 

of Puerto Rico that is focused on ministering to children ages 5-12.  They plan to serve 1,000 children over the next couple of years. 

     This ministry focuses on helping children through disasters, both natural and social.  Following natural disasters like hurricanes, 

basic needs are met like food, water and shelter for those who do not have the resources available to them to recover from these 

storms on their own. 

     But they also are passionate about helping children through social disasters, like domestic violence, criminalization, drug        

addiction, alcoholism, child abuse and lack of education which often come with poverty.  Help support this ministry and help      

children gain self-confidence and never to lose hope. 

     Join us as we offer a Christmas present to Jesus for his birthday this Christmas and change the lives of hundreds of children 

for years to come. 

Special Membership Recognition 

     Plan to join us on Sunday, December 6th at the 

8:30am service where weôll be recognizing three 

special members of our congregation.  In 1959, these 

members joined our congregation.  That means that 

Nelda Andersen, Laurinda Dubishar, and Jerome 

Fawcett have been members now for 50 years. 

     We want to recognize them for their 

faithful participation in St. Paulôs United 

Methodist Church for the past five  

decades, and we give thanks to God for 

the role they play in the body of Christ.   

Poinsettias in honor or 

memory of loved ones 
We will be decorating our 

sanctuary with poinsettias 

for Christmas.  Poinsettias 

can be purchased for $15.  Please sign up 

on the clipboard or contact the church 

office by December 13th.   

Birthday Party for Jesus! 

Wednesday, Dec. 16th, 6:00pm 

Christmas is not our birthday, 

but we still celebrate it with the Christ 

child.  Everyone is invited to join us for 

this celebration with party food, games 

and Christmas carols.  Your family 

does not want to miss this fun and 

meaningful night.  Bring a birthday gift 

for Jesus (new underwear or 

socks for ñThe Atticò) and your 

favorite party food to share. 

 

Sunday,                         

December 13th  

9:15-10:15am 

50 

Years 

The UMW ladies will meet on Thursday, December 3rd at 

12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall for their annual Christmas 

Potluck luncheon.  Please note the earlier time of noon.  The 

Executive Committee will host the luncheon.  Meat, potatoes 

and drink will be furnished.  Please bring a salad, vegetable 

or dessert to share.  Mary Appleget will have the program on 

Christmas and weôll finish with the business meeting.  Hope 

to see you all there as this will be our last meeting and we 

have some items to discuss regarding the balance in our 

treasury.  All women of the church are invited to attend. 

Come and enjoy 

some delicious 

pancakes, sausage, juice and 

coffee and support our      

6th-12th graders that would 

like to go to Summer Games 

University in 2010. 

There will be a 

free will offering 

for this tasty  

fundraiser     

breakfast 

(suggested donation of $6 

each, with children 5 and 

under $3 each).  Sign up and 

make plans to support this 

wonderful pre-teen and teen 

ministry experience.   

Previews being offered:  

Wednesday, December 9th at 6:30pm and 

Sunday, December 20th at 9:30am.  

Classes begin 

January 10, 2010 


