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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

 A few weeks ago we had our first wedding in our new church building.  I thought every-

thing worked out well and the service was beautiful.  One of my favorite moments of any wedding 

service, but especially this one was when the father of the bride walked his ñlittle girlò down the 

aisle.  Bill and I had been talking about that service for a long time and it was finally there.  I am 

sure that will be a walk he will always remember. 

 Walking is a common and everyday experience for most of us.  We often do not think 

much about walking from one place to another.  We walk to the fridge to get something to drink.  

We walk to the car to go to work.  We walk for exercise.  If we had to think about all of the times 

we walk in a given day it would be difficult to recall each step we took. 

 I found a survey that said men average almost 7,200 steps a day, while women average 

around 5,200 steps a day.  I have no idea why these would be that different and I am smart enough 

not to guess.  According to some doctors, the goal for all of us is to get 10,000 steps a day.  If you 

took that many steps each day research says you should improve your health and decrease your 

chances of facing some physical problems.  And that would be a good thing if walking could   

improve our health. 

However, I have an even bigger calling for us to increase our step count here at St. Paulôs 

UMC.  For the next five weeks, our messages will be focused on a book by Bill Hybels called 

ñJust Walk Across the Room.ò  We will see the steps we can take to walk across a room in the 

hopes that God would change someoneôs life for eternity.  If we become willing to walk across a 

room to someone who needs a touch from God, we can become powerful instruments for God to 

use.  Once we know these steps it can become as natural as a walk to the fridge. 

Join us each Sunday morning for the next five weeks as we learn to walk for the Lord. 

Sunday Night  

Fellowship 
All men are invited to get together to 

watch Sunday Night Football at Greg 

Guentherôs at 198 Rogers Drive on  

September 28th at 7:00 PM.  We will meet 

the last Sunday of each month during the 

NFL season.  So join us to watch the  

Philadelphia Eagles face the Chicago 

Bears.  All men are welcome to come and 

enjoy the game.  Please bring a snack to 

share. 

 

Are you 

ready for 

some  

football?  

Radical Hospitality and  

Passionate Worship Workshop 
Saturday, September 20th from 10:00-3:00 

The United Methodist Churches of 

Iowa are offering workshops to help us grow in 

several areas of ministry.  We are invited to 

participate in a workshop being held in Vinton 

to grow in our understanding and practice of 

radical hospitality and passionate worship. 

If you have a desire to invite and       

welcome others into the gracious love of God then we need you to attend this 

workshop and bring your ideas to our congregation.  If you believe worship that is 

authentic and creative is able to change peopleôs lives then you should join us as 

well. 

We will leave the church parking lot at 8:30 am that Saturday for this 

road trip to grow in our Radical Hospitality and Passionate Worship.  On the car 

ride home we will compile what we learned and what we would like to see happen 

at St. Paulôs UMC.  A follow-up meeting may later be planned to decide how to 

make these plans happen.   Please contact Sonja in the office at 668-2288 to RSVP 

by Wednesday, September 10th for the lunch provided that day. 

This is to my Fa-
therôs glory, that 
you bear much 
fruit, showing 

yourselves to be 
my disciples.  

John 15:8 



 

 

 

The 611 starts Wednesday, September 3 rd !  
 The 611 is our new church night for everyone to enjoy a meal, fellowship and spiritual growth.  The vision 

for 611 comes from two scriptures:  Matthew 6:11 which asks God to give us our daily bread and 1 Timothy 6:11 

which calls us to, among other things, pursue godliness, faithfulness and love. 

 Those who are available at 5:00pm, come to the Church Library for a Prayer Gathering.  All are invited to 

join this time of prayer led by Dennis & Phyllis Whitehead.  Also during this time, the Toddler Dance Class for 2-3 year olds will be 

led by Nicole and Kelsey Vaile with youth assistants. 

The 611 Meal!  
 The 611 Kitchen Crew with host families will begin serving the meal at 5:45pm.  We will be asking everyone who eats to 

chip in $5 for adults and youth, $3 for kids 3-12 years old and children 2 and under are free ($20 max per family).  We do not want 

cost to be a reason someone does not participate, so if cost is a concern please talk with Pastors Helen or James. 

 Our meals for September will be catered by Williamsburg Foods: 

Sept. 3rd   Taco Salad/Spanish Rice 

Sept. 10th  Spaghetti/Lettuce Salad/Garlic Toast 

Sept. 17th  Chicken/Mashed Potatoes & Gravy/Vegetable/Dinner Roll 

Sept. 24th  BBQ Pork Sandwich/Baked Beans/Potato Salad 

 Plus drinks, dessert and a kidôs serving table with bread and peanut butter & jelly.  Please make your meal reservation on 

the 611 Meal Sign-up found at the Sign-up Station or call the church office at 668-2288.  

611 Gathering!  
6:11pm 
While we finish eating, we will have a time together to recognize birthdays and anniversaries and lift up joys and concerns.  

This will be just a short time of prayer and celebration together before we break off into our small groups. 

6:21-7:21pm 
    Activities for all ages with Godôs TOP TEN as the focus of many of our 611 small groups. 

Ages two & under: Nursery 

3-5 years old: Preschool Room 

Kindergarten-4th Grade: Gather in the sanctuary for Kidsô Club 

I-POGôs (Incredible Pre-Teens of God) for 5th-6th Grade: Middle Classroom 

Confirmation for 7th-8th Grade: Pastor Jamesô Office 

Senior High for 9th-12th Grade: SPUMY Room  
Adult Small Group Opportunities (please sign up to participate) 

10 Commandments for Adults: The Fellowship Hall will be the location for this Adult study led by John & Jennifer 

Lane.  As the children and youth of this church study Godôs TOP TEN, how perfect for our adults to remember them as 

well. 

Womenôs Bible Study: Meeting in the Church Library, this group will be reading and reflecting on ñHaving a Mary 

Spiritò.  Melanie Ahrens will be facilitating the wonderful discussions that come from this top selling Christian book. 

Meditation : Billie Recher will lead this process that can aid in experiencing God, which usually is through periods of 

silence.  The goal in this class will be to learn the basics; how to quiet our mind, our emotions and our body so that we 

may listen.  

     Following the small groups at 7:30pm, the Chancel Choir will practice.  The choir is open to anyone who enjoys singing.  The 

choir will sing for the Traditional Service on a regular basis and the Contemporary Service occasionally. 

The 611 is an opportunity for all our church family to fellowship and grow together.   

Plan to be a part of this exciting new experience with Christ and sign up for the meal today! 

Bibles for our 3rd Graders 

Sunday, September 14th, our 3rd graders will 

receive Bibles during worship.  We are proud 

of these youth as they continue to grow in their 

faith. We hope to see all the family and friends 

of these third graders worship with them on 

Sunday, September 14th.  Please 

let these third graders know 

how proud we are of them: 

Charlie Axmear, Lila Guenther, 

Annalissa Lane and Isaac  

Maser.  Please let Pastor Helen 

know if there are any other third 

graders to congratulate. 

 Coming soon is a new childrenôs worship experience during our 

Contemporary Service (10:30AM) for preschool-fourth graders.  Worship 

JAM will be led by Pastor Helen with support from Jim and Deb Hollensbe 

and Senior High youth.  On the 2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays, the kids will leave the 

10:30AM service after the Childrenôs Moment in Ministry and will JAM in 

the front lobby.  Worship JAM will include fun praise music, a message 

that helps kids SEE Christ, and a learning activity.  After worship, you can 

pick up your child in the Fellowship Hall.  On the 1st Sunday of each 

month, children will remain in worship so families can worship and receive 

communion together. 



 

Vital Statistics 
Attendance Date      8:30      10:30 

August 3       74            123 

August 10            57        162 

August 17       66            126      

August 24       64          93 

Total Offering Received     $12,243 

The ANCHOR is a publication of  

St. Paulôs United Methodist Church 

803 Clearview Drive, PO Box 559, 

Williamsburg, IA 52361 

Phone: 319-668-2288 

Website: www.stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com 

Pastor: Rev. James Parks 

ǒ Email: revjep@iowatelecom.net 

Minister of Children, Youth & Families:  

Rev. Helen Parks 

ǒ Email: revhrp@iowatelecom.net 

Administrative Assistant: Sonja Parsons 

ǒ Email: stpaulwb@iowatelecom.net 

Music Director: Steve Manning 

Organist: Sue Heitmann 

Nursery Supervisor: Denise Grimm 

ǒ kdgrimm@iowatelecom.net 

St. Paulôs UMC office hours: 

     9:00am to 3:00pm  

     Monday through Friday 

Editor: Sonja Parsons ǒ Phone: 668-2288 

ǒ Email: stpaulwb@iowatelecom.net 

Deadline for news for the October 

ANCHOR  is September 23rd.  Email info 

to Sonja or drop it off at the Church  

Center.  Church news always welcome.  

Joys & Concerns  

Marriage of Ryan Kay and Amy Neal on 

August 9th. 

Baptism of Peter Feddersen, son of Aaron 

and Sarah Feddersen on August 10th. 

Baptism of Nolan Kent, son of Jason and 

Kelly Kent on August 10th. 

This is an annual conference wide mission 

project.  We have had success with this project 

in the past and look for another great year of 

gifts to be given.  Financial gifts given for this 

project will go to cover the cost of shipping the 

school kits with items from the Apple Tree to 

Africa and across our nation.  After the ship-

ping cost is covered we will also purchase 

other items needed for                                         

more kits. 

SUNDAY MORNING CLUB  

STARTING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th , 9:30-10:20am  

WITH CLASSES FOR ALL AGES  

 

Nursery - 6th Graders will experience:  

Godõs Big Backyard: Itõs All About Service 
 

     Our kids are going on a new adventure on Sunday mornings that 

starts in our own backyard and gets bigger each week as our kids take 

the love of Jesus into their homes, schools, neighborhoods and our  

community. 

 

Kindergarten-6th Graders will gather each week in our sanctuary to participate in the 

large-group excitement of Backyard Bash.  Through weekly rotations, each age group will 

experience Godôs Word at Backyard Bible Club, meet real-life servants at Community  

Corner, plus explore and create through fun-filled crafts, snacks and games! 

 

Preschoolers (ages 3-5) will enjoy all the activities of Godôs Big Backyard in the  

Preschool room.  Nursery (2 & under) can enjoy Christian play with a short Bible lesson. 

 

Youth and Adult Sunday Morning Classes  
 

Junior High Class will be led by Melanie Ahrens and studying Godôs TOP TEN.  7th and 

8th Graders, donôt miss this time of fellowship in the SPUMY room and reflection on the 

10 Commandments and how they apply to our lives. 

 

All Adults and the Senior High are invited to join Pastor James in the Fellowship Hall to 

experience the new NOOMA  series.  When Jesus taught about lifeôs toughest issues, he 

used short simple stories.  Rob Bell has developed modern parables on DVD which will 

ignite meaningful discussions at our roundtables.  Each week will have a different topic 

and discussion, so you can participate one Sunday or every Sunday.  Come and try out 

NOOMA and experience how fun and relevant it can be for your life! 

 

Adults who are seeking a time to dig deeper in to Godôs Word should grab their Bible and 

join Dave Kinkead in our Church Library.  This Bible Study will begin by looking at Fa-

vorite Bible Passages.  These lessons will offer a biblical basis for facing lifeôs decisions 

and encourage a deeper personal faith.  

New  Tuesday 

Morning 

Womenôs  

Bible Study 
We welcome 

women of all ages to 

join our group, 

which will now meet on Tuesday 

mornings 9:30-11:00am starting 

September 9th in the Fellowship 

Hall.  After a time of fellowship 

and refreshments, we will take 

time for book discussion, Bible 

study and prayer.  We are very 

excited to start reading the book, 

ñLies Women Believe and the 

Truth that Sets Them Freeò by 

Nancy Leigh De Moss.  Please 

sign up for this study or call the 

Church Office #668-2288, so we 

can order you a book.  

SOS: Seeking out Sewing Servants 
In our move to the new church building, we have 

lost most of our childrenôs costumes and need new 

ones this fall.  We would love to have some sewers 

volunteer to help make some costumes over the next 

couple of months.  Pastor Helen will provide the 

pattern and materials, if you will donate the time 

and sewing ability.  Please contact Pastor Helen 

#668-1963 if you are willing to answer our SOS.   

All Ladies of the Church 

are invited to attend a 

Kitchen Shower to help 

stock our new  

facility!   The Shower will be on 

Sunday, September 28th 

from 2:00-3:00pm in the  

Fellowship Hall.  


