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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

     I have always been amazed at the difference a strong relationship with God can make.  

    When a person finds a church they can call home and a congregation they call their faith family, 

    their life is transformed.  We saw some of these stories in worship on Sunday, September 21st.  

    Those who lost a loved one were given peace and comfort.  Those who were out of control were 

    given direction.  Those who were abused and imprisoned were set free.  This is what the grace 

    and love of God can do when it is released to work in peopleôs lives.  This is the reason we want 

    to walk across a room and invite someone to get to know God. 

    I cannot tell you how many people in our congregation were brought here because a 

    friend had invited them to come.  Many times the offer was an open invitation without strings 

attached.  The person then decided to give it a try and in their own words, their lives have not been the same since. 

 It is amazing to think that something as simple as walking across a room could change a life, but it does.  Not only does it 

change a life, but it can begin a ripple effect where a spouse is then changed, and a family, and a neighborhood and even a          

community.  This can all happen because you were willing to invite one person.  If we can commit to living in 3-D; develop friend-

ships, discover stories, and discern next steps, then we can be a congregation that makes a difference in this community and world. 

 Together we can live our lives looking for openings to offer an invitation to get to know this loving God.  If weôll from time 

to time stretch our comfort zone and offer a kind word and begin a conversation, who knows where God might lead that relationship. 

Go Green 
     Beginning October 12th, we 

will start a four week focus on 

stewardship, which means how 

we are responsible with our re-

sources.  This year we will Go 

Green.  Going green is a hot topic 

about buying and using material 

that is not harmful to our earth.  

As Christians we should          

remember God created this earth 

and calls each of us to care for it. 

Going green can also be about saving green, saving some 

money.  There are many ways we can be intentional about how we 

use our money that will allow us to have more money to use.  I hope 

to offer tips about ways to save money while also being kind to our 

environment. 

During these four weeks, I also want to help you know 

where your green goes when you give to the church.  Doing Godôs 

work through a church takes financial resources and as you give you 

should know the reason you give and where that money is going.  

When these four weeks are over and we turn in a pledge card for 

2009, I hope everyone within the congregation will have an under-

standing of how our money is used in ministry in our church, our 

community and our world. 

Hospitality/Worship Workshop Report  
 We had 11 people attend a workshop in Vinton 

on September 21st with our two pastors.  This workshop 

focused on Radical Hospitality and Passionate Worship.  

Part of the workshop time was spent coming up with a 

plan to grow in these two areas in our congregation. 

 For Radical Hospitality, the group suggested 

getting greeters into the Lobby on Sunday mornings to 

greet and direct people to the sanctuary.  Within a month, 

they would like to find ways to make our parking lot 

more ñuser friendlyò and even get some parking spots 

reserved for guests.  A suggestion was also made to have 

a ñcoffee cornerò where people can get coffee anytime 

they are in the building. 

 For Passionate Worship, we discussed how we 

can better prepare ourselves for worship.  We also      

encouraged expanding the Worship Team to come up 

with more ideas for worship and participate in worship 

along with our pastors. 

 If you feel you have ideas or 

energy to be used in growing either of 

these areas in the church, please talk 

with Pastor James or Pastor Helen. 



 

 

 

Love Offering 

With everything that has happen this 

year, from natural disasters to economic 

troubles, our Iowa County Ministerial 

Association has given out most of our 

funds to help Iowa County residents in 

need.  As a supporting church we have 

assisted numerous families make ends 

meet in this difficult time.  At the same 

time winter is approaching with heating 

bills and many other needs in our area.  

Letôs make sure funds are available 

when there is a neighbor in need by 

supporting this monthôs Love Offering. 

Womenôs Gathering for Autism 
All women are invited to join the UMW (United Methodist 

Women) for a gathering at the church on October 2nd at 

12:30pm.  After dessert fellowship, there will be a  

presentation by Ana Kapparos who will educate us with  

information on autism and share her personal experiences 

with her autistic son, Garrett.  Childcare will be available, so 

we hope all women of the church will make plans to join us 

for this special gathering.  UMW members will have their 

business meeting after the presentation to elect officers and 

approve the 2009 budget. 

The 611 : A Great Kick -off  
 The 611 is our new church night for everyone to enjoy a meal, fellowship and spiritual growth.  With an average of over 

100 participants each week, weôve had a wonderful start to this new ministry.  The vision for 611 comes from two scriptures:      

Matthew 6:11 which asks God to give us our daily bread and 1 Timothy 6:11 which calls us to, among other things, pursue  

godliness, faithfulness and love.   

The 611 Meal!  
 The 611 Kitchen Crew with host families will begin serving the meal by 5:45pm.  We will be asking everyone who eats to 

chip in $5 for adults and youth, $3 for kids 3-12 years old and children 2 and under are free ($20 max per family).  We do not want 

cost to be a reason someone does not participate, so if cost is a concern please talk with Pastors Helen or James. 

 Our meals for October will be catered by Williamsburg Foods:  

Oct. 1st   Meatloaf/Scalloped Potatoes/Vegetable 

Oct. 8th   Chicken Enchiladas with toppings/Fruit Salad 

Oct. 15th  Ham/Sweet Potatoes/Vegetable/Dinner Roll 

Oct. 22nd  Spaghetti/Salad/Garlic Toast 

Oct. 29th  Taco Salad with toppings/Spanish Rice 

 Plus drinks, dessert and a kidôs serving table with bread and peanut butter & jelly.   

Please make your meal reservation on the 611 Meal Sign-up found at the Sign-up Station or call the 

church office at 668-2288.  

   611 Gathering!  
6:11pmðWhile we finish eating, we will have a time together to recognize birthdays and anniversaries.  This will be just a 

short time of prayer and celebration together before we break off into our small groups. 

6:21-7:21pmðActivities for all ages with Godôs TOP TEN as the focus of many of our 611 small groups. 
 Itôs not too late to start being apart of this exciting new experience with Christ and to sign up for the meal today!  If 

The 611 is new for you and youôd like more information, go to www.stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com or call the Church Office. 

New Member Class 
 Anyone interested in becoming a member of St. Paulôs 

United Methodist Church is invited to go through our new member 

sessions starting October 19th. 

 The first session is Pizza with the Pastors which is an   

informal gathering to get to talk with Pastors James and Helen.  We 

will have pizza at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday,  

October 19th.  The second and third sessions will be offered  

Monday nights October 27th and November 3rd from 6:30pm to 

7:30pm.  One session will focus on the history and theology of the 

United Methodist Church.  And the other session will focus on 

spiritual gifts and where we can use them in the church.  Childcare 

will be provided. 

 If you cannot make one or more of the  

sessions, please contact Pastor James to set up a  

different time.  Please RSVP for the Pizza with the 

Pastors to Sonja by October 13th at 668-2288.  

Sunday, October 19th 11:30am - 1:00pm 

Monday, October 27th 6:30 - 7:30pm 

Monday, November 3rd 6:30 - 7:30pm 

Check out these opportunities for Family Fun!!! 

Saturday, October 18th 6:30-8:00pm 

Family Game Night at the Church 

Every family please bring an appetizer to 

share and come ready for a casual night 

of fun.  You can bring your favorite 

game or just come to join others as we 

get together for a night of friendly game 

playing. 

Tuesday, October 21st 6:00-7:30pm 

Parents As Teachers Fall Family 

Harvest Carnival 

PAT will be hosting this fun, family 

carnival for parents with children ages 

0-5.  Come for snacks and  

tons of family fun. 

Parents of Teens Forum 

Sunday, October 19th  

at 6:30pm 

     All parents of teenagers 

are invited to come to the 

church for a time of conversation and support.   

Dennis & Phyllis Whitehead will facilitate 

discussion on topics that affect parents of 

teenagers.  Feel free 

to invite other parents 

and donôt miss this 

great opportunity for 

dialogue. 



 

Vital Statistics 
Attendance Date      8:30      10:30 

September 7       70           175 

September 14        72        148         

September 21       95           183   

                 

Total Offering Received     $12,811 
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Deadline for news for the November 

ANCHOR  is October 23rd.  Email info to 

Sonja or drop it off at the Church  

Center.  Church news always welcome.  

Welcome all our new Members!!!   

Sunday Night  

Fellowship 
All men are invited to 

get together to watch Sunday Night Foot-

ball at Russ Heitmannôs 414 Page Street on 

November 2nd at 7:00pm.  Normally, we 

meet the last Sunday of the month, but 

because of the World Series there is no 

Sunday Night Football at the end of Octo-

ber.  Join us to watch the New England 

Patriots face the Indianapolis Colts.  Any 

men are welcome to come and enjoy the 

game.  Please bring a snack to share.   
Are you ready for some football?  

Facility Update 

Trustees and Building Team are working 

to finalize construction of the new church.  

We still have some projects to complete for 

the first time and a few areas that are being 

redone or fixed.  We are also doing some 

tiling and landscaping to help with water 

drainage on the church grounds.  When all 

the work is complete, we will make a  

presentation to the congregation to update  

everyone on the project cost and the loan 

with US Bank.  We hope to present the 

information to you some time in October.   

        A year ago when my family began attend-

ing St. Paulôs, I wouldôve never imagined the 

support and outreach that I have received in the 

last weeks.  I wanted to take time to thank  

everyone for the prayers, cards, meals, phone 

calls, gift cards and emotional support that has 

been so graciously given in our time of need. 

        Within hours of my crisis, Pastor Helen 

called me and continued to call me until I  

actually answered her call several days later.  I 

was so overwhelmed when I heard that the 

church center would be available to the boys 

and I.  I canôt even begin to explain the amount 

of stress it alleviated.  It has allowed us the 

fresh start that we so desperately needed. 

        I thank God every day that you all entered 

our lives.   I know that God had a plan when he 

lead us to join this congregation.  I only hope 

that I can show someone someday the same 

amount of compassion and generosity that I 

have received.   

  Love, Dawn Schiefer 

Jackie Ahrens (children L-R: Sam, 
Rachel, Ben, Lucas, Zachary) 

Amy Francis & Lynn Reihman Kristin Frank (Chase) Aaron & Sarah Feddersen (Peter) 

Patricia Hanson John & Marci Mohr (children L-R: 
Caleb, Jacob, Madison) 

Jed & Danene Rebelsky (children  
L-R: Matti, Sydney, Haedyn) 

Blake & Margie Zuber (children    
L-R: Jordan, Sabrina, Kendrick) 

Not Pictured:  

Heath & Samantha Anderson 

Congratulations to Brittney Pope on 

the baptism of her son Allan  

Jaspering-Pope.  We also celebrate 

with Sabrina and  Kendrick Cox, who 

were also baptized.   

Joys  &  
Concerns  

Congratulations to Nelda & Nile  

Andersen on their 40th wedding  

anniversary on Sept. 22nd.  Cards of 

congratulations can be sent to: 1461 

Secrist Road, Marion, IA 52302 

Please continue to pray for the 

Uhlmann family as Robert Uhlmann 

recovers from surgery. 


