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Two years ago in October, I went to a Leadership Conference held at the Church of the 

Resurrection, a United Methodist Church, in Leawood, Kansas.  The lead pastor of that church is 

Rev. Adam Hamilton.  Iôve read most of the books heôs written about leadership and ministry.   I 

really appreciate the way he strives to understand all sides of an issue.  He tries to not let his 

thoughts keep him from hearing those who might disagree with his view.  I have implemented 

many of his thoughts and ideas into my ministry and in this, our congregation. 

While at that conference, there was an opportunity to talk with Rev. Hamilton.  So I got in 

the line to speak with him.  I wanted to ask him if he would consider being a mentor for me in  

ministry.  The line moved slowly, and as I waited I began to get nervous.  My heart started racing, 

my palms got clammy and I could not seem to stand still. 

In my mind I had built up Rev. Hamilton into this upper echelon of pastors and Christians.  

It was almost like I was going to talk to Paul or Moses in my eyes.  To normal people this might be 

like talking to the President of the United States, Michael Jordan or Madonna.  I was anxiously 

thinking I might not use the right words or I might sound like a fool. 

My turn finally came and I spit out my request.  Rev. Hamilton said he did not mentor 

individuals, but I was welcome to a breakfast he had weekly with local pastors.  Since it is merely a  

 

During the month of October we will give our attention to ñConversations with the King.ò  

This will be a month of focusing on prayer.  God has called St. Paulôs UMC to be a congregation of 

prayer.  Prayer has been vital to this congregation and quite simply, we want this to continue. 

Sometimes when we approach prayer we get those kinds of feelings I had with Rev.      

Hamilton.  We feel inferior, like we should not be coming to speak with God.  We are not sure what 

to say or how to say it, so the easier thing to do is not pray.  God does deserve our reverence, but also     

desires our conversations. 

During this month, we will focus on the why, when, where, and how of prayer.  My hope is 

that we can all become more comfortable in our prayer lives because prayer is a vital part of being a 

Christian.  Prayer often is an untapped resource because it is not necessarily natural to our lives. 

Join me as we get more comfortable approaching the King of the Universe each and every 

day through prayer. 

New Prayer Group at 

Highland Ridge 
Continuing with our focus 

on prayer this month, all 

Highland Ridge residents 

are invited to attend our new 

Prayer Group at the  

Highland Ridge Care Center 

Chapel.  All other members 

who are interested in this 

prayer ministry are invited 

to attend as well.  Starting in 

October, we will be  

gathering on the 2nd and 4th 

Mondays of each month at 

2:30pm.   

five hour drive down there I decided not to do that.  However, he talked with me for a little while and 

I realized he is very similar to me in that he is a guy following Godôs call and trying to do the best he 

can.  I ran into him at another conference last October and got a chance to talk with him again and 

this time it was much easier. 

Charge Conference 

October 15th at 7:00pm 

Our annual Charge Conference will be help at Marengo United Methodist Church this 

year.  Charge Conference is our annual business meeting for our church.  All Ad Council 

members are encouraged to attend and all church members are invited. 



 

 

 

Serving Christ outside our doors! 

òProverbs Ministriesó 

The Wednesday Night 611!  
 We hope to see even more people joining us at our fellowship meals on Wednesday nights.  We will begin serving the meal 

by 5:45pm.  Cost is $3 for everyone 2 years and older.  We do not want cost to be a reason someone does not participate, so if cost is 

a concern, please contact the church office. 

 611 Meal Schedule  
 October 7th  No 611 

 October 14th Caseyôs Pizza 

 October 21st  Lasagna/Garlic Bread (peanut butter & jelly will be offered also) 

 October 28th Caseyôs Pizza 

 November 4th Potluck 

The next meeting for UMW is Thursday, October 1st 

at 12:30pm.  Please note the early date due to  

October coming in on a Thursday.  Dessert will be 

served at 12:30pm.  Eunice Menary will be giving 

the program on ñWomen of the Bibleò.  We have a 

lot of things to discuss at the business meeting since 

we tabled some matters at our last meeting.  We urge 

all UMW members to attend this important meeting 

to discuss these matters and also invite ALL  women 

of the Church to join us on October 1st.  

Due to Parent/Teacher Conferences, we will NOT have any 611 activities on Wednesday, October 7th  

Menôs Sunday Night  

Fellowship 
All men are invited to get 

together to watch Sunday Night  

Football at Jed Rebelskyôs at 705 Clearview Court 

on October 25th at 7:30pm.  Join us to watch the  

Arizona Cardinals face the New York Giants.  All 

men are welcome to come and enjoy the game.  

Please bring a snack to share.   

Are you ready for some football? 

College Care Packages 
       Our church will be sending College  

Packages in October.  We will be taking 

donations for these packages.  Just bring in 

items you think would help make a college 

studentôs life a little bit better.  Examples 

might be snacks, popcorn, stamps,  

stationary, candy, quarters for laundry, gift 

cards, easy microwave meals, etc.  Letôs 

continue to pray for our kids away at college 

and please let us know if there is a college 

student we have missed:  Nathan Brinkman, Sabrina Cox, Jana  

Hollensbe, Jimmy Hollensbe, Kaytee Kleinmeyer, Jake Masterson,  

Jordan Masterson, Brittany Pope, David Pope, Kyle Rhinehart, 

Randy Rhinehart, Jill Slaymaker, Kelsey Vaile, Nicole Vaile, and 

Cody Westfall.   

 Bring in your donations by Sunday, October 25th, so we 

can send the packages that week. 

Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
Right now, our Mission Team is planning and praying about 

our summer mission trip, which could take place June 2010.  

We want to be open to the leading of Godôs Spirit, so we are 

looking into two possibilities; the week of June 20, 2010 or 

the summer of 2011.  Those interested in going on a trip in 

June 2010 need to email Pastor Helen at 

revhrp@iowatelecom.net for more details about the mission 

trip.  A refundable $50 deposit is due by Sunday, October 

25th to reserve a spot on the mission trip.  Anyone interested 

in missions can help with our fundraising soup luncheon on 

Sunday, November 1st.   

Updated Children & Youth  

Health/Information Forms Needed 
We will have new information and health forms for families 

with children to fill out starting on Sunday, October 11th.  

All parents of children nursery through high school need to 

stop by the table in our fellowship hall and complete the 

forms needed.  Thank you for your continued support of our 

children and youth ministries.  

Habitat for Humanity Work Day  

Saturday, October 3rd 1:00-5:00pm 
We have scheduled another work day at the Habitat for  

Humanity home at 910 North Street.  We need workers as 

well as people to help prepare and serve lunch.  Lunch will 

be served at 12:00 noon with the work starting at 

1:00pm.  Please sign up at the Sign-up Station or contact the  

church office.  The home is very close  

to being completed, so letôs get over  

there and help get it done! 

This month our Love Offerings will benefit Proverbs     

Ministries, a Christian residential recovery program near Homestead, 

Iowa.  This residential program is for men recovering from an     

addiction to alcohol or other drugs.  The nightly recovery meetings 

are open to the publicðboth men and women.   

 This new ministry is just getting started and has hopes of 

becoming a full campus of care for residents who choose to live 

there.  While there, they will have support in their recovery with a 

hope of  returning to the ñreal worldò with a strengthened             

relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is the only ministry of this kind in 

Eastern Iowa.  The Mission Team hopes this may become a ministry 

our congregation will support in the future as well.  

http://www.iowavalleyhabitat.org/home.cfm


 

Vital Statistics 
Worship Attendance      

August 31 222       

September 6 173      

September 13 252   

September 20 233 

September 27       217 

Total Offering Received     $13,592 

YTD Income  $163,514 

YTD Expenses  $161,615 
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Deadline for news for the November 

ANCHOR  is October 23rd.  Email info to 

Sonja or drop it off at the Church.   

Financial Footnotes 
     We are happy to report on the sale 

of the Church Center, our former  

parsonage, the final sales price was 

$102,000. 
     The money from the sale will be 

divided into three areas.  25% of the 

money will be set aside for the pur-

chase of a parsonage if the need arises,  

35% of the money will be used for on 

going projects with our new facility 

and  40% of the money was 

put into the building fund.  
Respectfully, the  

Finance Committee       

Congratulations to Jason & 

Renee McArtor on the birth of 

their daughter Livia Janae 

born September 14th.  
We would like to thank our church 

family for the prayers, love and  

support during Philôs mothers illness 

and passing.  It gave us strength to get 

through some very difficult times.  

God Bless,  

        Phil, Holly & Rachel Osweiler 

I would like to thank everyone for the 

cards, flowers, meals and kind words 

of Rev. Parks and everyone who 

prayed for me during my surgery and  

recovering. I would like to thank my 

mom & dad, sisters and my husband & 

kids.  Thank you all so much & I love 

you all. 

 Dede Shaull 

Mission Trip Soup Lunch 

Sunday, November 1st 11:30am-12:30pm 

Make plans for your family to eat a delicious 

soup lunch at the church and support our mission 

efforts.  More information to come later! 

Women of Faith 2010 
We are reserving tickets for the 2010 Women of Faith 

ñOver the Topò which is in Des Moines on March 12th 

and 13th.  Please contact the church office or sign up 

yourself and any friends/family who may be interested 

in attending next yearôs conference.  Final registration 

will be at a later time, but tickets need to be reserved soon.  Tickets are $79 for both days 

including lunch.  There will be an additional cost for hotel lodging, but will be coordi-

nated through the church. You donôt want to miss out on experiencing the outrageous, 

unrestrained, excessive, over the top, love of God. 

Joys  

Concerns  
Continue to keep these families in your prayers with the 

passing of : Dianne Jonesô mother, Phil Osweilerôs 

mother and Dotty Stewartôs sister. 

Guidelines for Prayer Insert 
We now have a prayer insert in the bulletins each Sunday titled ñRemember In Your 

Prayersò.  Included on this insert are: 

¶ Requested Prayers from our congregation so all who care to can include those     

requests as they pray during the week.  These requested prayers can be given to the 

Pastors through prayer cards, emails or phone calls.  Those being prayed for must 

approve the request before being included on the insert.   

¶ Weekly Prayers for our pastors, committees, teams, ministries and programs to lift 

up on a continuing basis. 

¶ Monthly Prayers For Our Members ï This list of St. Paulôs families will change each 

month.  All who wish to join this special prayer effort will pray for these members 

during the month and as often as they are led.  By the end of the church year, all 

members and their immediate  families will have been prayed for by many others in 

their church family.  (Please note:  If any member does not want to be prayed for by 

others, they should contact the office, and their name(s) will not be included on the 

list.) 

¶ World Prayer Focus - Each month, a world need or problem will be identified by the 

Prayer Team.  A brief description will be included, and members will be asked to 

pray for that world concern as they are led.  

¶ Other items may be included as needs are identified and space is available in the 

bulletin insert.  Praises such as birthdays, anniversaries and school celebrations will 

not be included in the insert, but can still be shared with your church family. 

611 Kicked off 

with the opening of 

the Time Capsule.   

L-R: Pastor James, 

Sherry Pope, 

Marion Grant,  

Les Hooper,  

Jeanie Lehnst 


