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3:16 Small Groups 
During Lent, our church is offering 5 different times for small 

groups to reflect and discuss the incredible message of John 3:16.  

Our desire is that you will join in this meaningful  

ñJourney of Hopeò. 

Ì Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall, led by 

Chuck and Deb Malloy 

Ì Tuesday mornings at 9:00am, Womenôs Study in Classroom C, 

led by Pastor Helen 

Ì Wednesday evenings at 5:00pm in the Library, led by Marilyn 

Aumann 

Ì Wednesday evenings at 6:21pm in Classroom A, led by Greg 

Guenther 

Ì Wednesday evenings at 6:21pm, Womenôs Study in the        

Library, led by Melanie Ahrens  

òJourney of Hopeó 
Pastors James and Helen wrote a 40+ day devotional 

for the congregation this Lent season.  They hope    

everyone in the congregation will join in this daily 

scripture reading with some thoughts that will take 5 to 

10 minutes.  The readings will move through the  

journey of Jesusô birth, life, death and resurrection.  

Remember, there are not readings on Sundays because 

those days are not counted in the 40 days of Lent. 

             I consider myself a numbers guy.  I have always worked with numbers rather well and 

    have said that if I was not called by God to be a pastor, I probably would have become an 

    accountant.  Iôm not sure if I would say I enjoy numbers, but working with them seems to 

    come easy to me.  In seventh grade, I moved from the traditional math class into the   

     advanced math class.  This made me part of the math club where I was district pica-centro 

     champion (thatôs a numbers game if you are not familiar with it). 

              I think I like numbers because I understand them and I know what they are going to do.  

      Numbers always ñactò the same way.  When I look at a number problem, I can figure out a 

      solution.  Then I think about working with people.  I donôt understand how people work all 

of the time.  One person will act one way and the next person will act differently.  I canôt figure them out.  To be honest, I donôt 

even understand myself from time to time. 

 During Lent, we are going to focus on some numbers that are not your average, ordinary numbers.  These numbers are 

well known all over the world.  When I put them in a Google search I had about 73,200,000 hits.  They were seen on the black 

eye marks of the national champion Florida quarterback, Tim Tebow, during the championship game.  These numbers are more 

than just numbers, they point to the very center of the Christian faith.  These numbers are 3:16, as in John 3:16. 

 Throughout Lent, we will focus on the simple yet powerful message of this single scripture verse.  ñFor God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.ò  I wonder if John 

knew the impact this verse would have in his gospel.  I know the numbers came later because he did not write it with numbered 

verses, but the words behind the numbers remind us who God is and how he works. 

 Max Lucado calls these ñThe Numbers of Hopeò.  These numbers point to our personal hope, but also the hope of world.  

The complete gospel of hope can be found in the words of this verse.  Over the 40 days of Lent, we will search these numbers and 

their words for the hope of God to be renewed within us.  Join me on this ñJourney of Hopeò through our Sunday services, small 

groups and daily devotion reading.  I have high hopes for what God will do in us and through us during this Lenten season. 

World Day of Prayer 

Friday, March 6th at 9:30am 

Our church will be hosting this yearôs 

World Day of Prayer for the  

Williamsburg community.  On this 

day, people all over the world will be 

taking time to gather in prayer.   

During this prayer service, we will 

pray for our world, our country, our 

community and the individual  

concerns on our hearts.  Please take time to join us for 

this time of prayer and for the fellowship afterwards.   

ñFor God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life.ò 

By 

Rev. 

James 

Parks 



 

 

 

 We hope your family can join us for our fellowship meals on Wednesday nights in 2009.  The 611 Kitchen Crew with host 

families begin serving the meal by 5:45pm.  We ask everyone who eats to chip in $6 for adults and youth, $3 for kids 3-12 years old 

and children 2 and under are free ($26 max per family).  We do not want cost to be a reason someone does not participate, so if cost 

is a concern, please contact the church office. 

 March 4th  Chicken Enchiladas/Fruit Salad 

 March 11th Ham/Sweet Potatoes/Vegetable/Dinner Roll 

 March 18th  Caseyôs Pizza & Salad 

 March 25th Fried Chicken/Mashed Potatoes/Vegetable/Dinner Roll 

  Plus drinks, dessert and a kidôs serving table with bread and peanut butter & jelly.   

Please make your meal reservation by the Monday before on the 611 Meal Sign-up found at the Sign-up Station or call the church 

office at 668-2288.  

611 Meals  

Serving Christ outside our doors!  
òHope for the Childrenó Lent Mission Project 

Parents Night Out 

Friday, March 6th  

5:30-9:00pm 

Parents, make plans 

now for a night out!  

$12 per child with a 

$30 maximum per 

family for the youth to provide games, 

supper, snacks and activities for the 

kids to enjoy including a movie on the 

big screen to end the night.  Each child 

can bring  pajamas to wear during the 

movie.   

 Sign-up and pre-pay at the  

Sign-up Station by Sunday, March 1st.   

 During Lent, our church is going to have a special mission project for ñHouse of Hopeò located in Crossville, TN.  On their 

mission trip in June, our youth will be ministering at the Cumberland Childrenôs Center, ñHouse of Hopeò.  This is a short-term care 

facility aiding children forced to endure a toxic, dangerous environment at home due to methamphetamine manufacturing and use 

and/or other forms of abuse and neglect.  The children are silent victims of neglect, persecution and injury.  After the children are 

removed from the home, ñHouse of Hopeò offers a safe place to eat, play and rest for a few hours while waiting for relatives or foster 

families to take them to a new home. 

 These children have to leave behind everything (clothes, toys, personal items), so ñHouse of Hopeò tries to provide each 

child a Hope Kit to help them during this time of transition.  We would like to gather donations during Lent so we can put together 

Hope Kits for the youth to take down to Tennessee in June. 

 We also encourage church members to give $ to our Lent love offering, which will be used to buy the needed items to make 

these kits, with any extra $ given directly to ñHouse of Hopeò.   

Hope Kits for Children:  

Undergarments for all ages 2-17 

Deodorant for pre-teens & teens 

Shampoo & conditioner 

Lice kits 

Hair brushes 

Hope Kits for Babies: 

Diapers, sizes 1-5 (desperate need of 

size 4 & 5 diapers and pull-ups 

Baby wipes 

Baby bath wash 

ñHouse of Hopeò also needs: 

Clothing for infants-17 year olds 

Backpacks for all ages 

Car seats (5 point harness system & 

booster seats that are in good shape and 

not on a recall list) 

 Please bring your Hope Kit donations to the tubs in the sanctuary and the church lobby.  Your financial donations can be 

put in the Love Offering envelopes or dropped into our ñHouse of Hopeò offering box.  Thank you for giving hope to children that 

need to know God is with them! 

Healing Service 
     On March 22nd at both services, there will be a focus on  

healing.  You will not want to miss this unique Sunday,  

especially if you feel a need for special prayers for healing.  God 

called us to come together and lift up one another in prayer. 

All women are invited to join this road trip to Des Moines as we gather with 

thousands of other Christian women in the Wells Fargo Arena.  Join us on     

Friday, May 1st and Saturday, May 2nd for this remarkable weekend.  An event 

where youôll laugh, cry and realize that youôre not alone.  Heart-felt, hilarious 

messages, gripping dramas and amazing music.  We need to order tickets now, 

so donôt delay in signing up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or by 

calling the church office.  Tickets are $79 for the event which includes lunch 

both days.   

Update on The Attic:  Thank you to everyone who has helped in The Attic with sorting and hanging clothes.  As we look  

forward to spring and summer, we are asking that no more winter donations are brought in at this time.   

http://www.womenoffaith.com/default.asp
http://www.womenoffaith.com/events/


 

Vital Statistics 
Worship Attendance      

February 1       241   

February 8       242   

February 15       218 

February 22       243 

Total Offering Received     $14,791 

The ANCHOR is a publication of  

St. Paulôs United Methodist Church 

803 Clearview Drive, PO Box 559, 

Williamsburg, IA 52361 

Phone: 319-668-2288 

Website: www.stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com 

Pastor: Rev. James Parks 

ǒ Email: revjep@iowatelecom.net 

Minister of Children, Youth & Families:  

Rev. Helen Parks 

ǒ Email: revhrp@iowatelecom.net 

Administrative Assistant: Sonja Parsons 

ǒ Email: stpaulwb@iowatelecom.net 

Facility Manager:  Jason Kersten 

ǒ Email: kerstenj@iowatelecom.net 

Nursery Supervisor: Denise Grimm 

ǒ Email: kdgrimm@iowatelecom.net 

Music Director: Steve Manning 

Organist: Sue Heitmann 

St. Paulôs UMC office hours: 

     9:00am to 3:00pm  Mon. - Fri. 

Editor: Sonja Parsons  

Deadline for news for the April 

ANCHOR  is March 23rd.  Email info to 

Sonja or drop it off at the Church.  Church 

news always welcome.  

Please keep the Uhlmann family in your 

prayers with the passing of Robert 

Uhlmann on February 21st. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ì Saturday, April 4th at 10:00amðChildrenôs Easter Egg Hunt 

Ì Sunday, April 5th at 9:00amðPalm Sunday Fellowship 

Ì Sunday, April 5th at 10:00amðChildrenôs Easter Musical 

Ì Thursday, April 9th at 7:00pmðMaundy Thursday Service 

Ì Friday, April 10th at 7:00pmðGood Friday Service 

Ì Sunday, April 12th at 8:30 & 10:30amðEaster Worship Services 

Ì Sunday, April 12th at 9:15-10:15amðEaster Breakfast 

Ì Friday, April 17th 6:30-8:30pm &                                                        

Saturday, April 18th 9:00am-2:00pmðParenting Workshop 
 

Look for more information about  

these events in the April Anchor!!! 

Thank you all for the prayers, e-mails, 

cards and kind words following the death 

of my mother.  St. Paulôs is a very caring 

family.  Ruth & Jerry Riggs & Family  

Joys   

&  

Concerns  

UMW Update 
     The United Methodist Women 

(UMW) will hold their first   

meeting of 2009 on Thursday, 

March 5th beginning at 12:30pm 

with a dessert prior to the  

meeting.  This will be our annual 

pledge service.  All  women of the 

church are invited to attend.   

     The United Methodist Women 

is a membership organization 

dedicated to the work of God's mission in the 

world.  Pledges from members support a variety of 

local, national and international ministries.  We 

hope many of you will join us. 

Toddler Dance Class 

Wednesdays at 5:15pm for  March & April 
After our winter break, it is time for our 2-4 year old girls to 

enjoy their dance class again on Wednesday nights.  This     

creative movement and playtime is from 5:15-5:45pm and is 

led by our Senior High girls.  Bring your little ones for this fun 

time singing and playing with their church friends. 

Education Ministry Team  

Pizza Meeting 
Sunday, March 29th,  

11:45am-1:00pm 

Parents and education volunteers 

are encouraged to attend this 

meeting.  We will continue to 

reflect on how children, youth 

and adults ñExperience Christò 

here at St. Paulôs.  There will 

also be a time of visioning for 

not only this summer, but next 

school year as we look at the 

direction God wants for us.  Let 

Pastor Helen or Sonja know if 

you will be eating pizza with us 

and/or if you need childcare for 

the meeting. 

Monkey Business Again!! 
We are ready to stuff and sew socks!  

Last year, 441 monkeys were deliv-

ered and we hope to  have at least 

that many again this year.  Our first 

gathering will be on Monday, March 

16th at 1:30pm at Dotty Stewartôs 

(802 Madison Street, Williamsburg).  

If you know of anyone who would 

like to join this group, please contact 

Dotty at 641-799-6058 or email 

dott@mchsi.com.  

Financial Footnotes 
     The Finance Committee 

would like to remind the 

 congregation that our Building 

loan is separate from our General 

budget.  The only money we use for our  

building loan comes from the Building Fund.  

Our loan payment is $3,783 per month.  Weôd 

like to encourage the congregation to contribute 

monthly to the Building Fund.  We would also 

like to invite those who have not pledged to the 

Building Fund to turn in a pledge card which 

can be found on the Welcome Table in the 

sanctuary.  Thank you for your continued  

financial support. 

The family of Robert Uhlmann is so grateful to the 

St. Paulôs United Methodist Church family for all 

your prayers and support for the past 5 months, 

and especially the last few weeks.  We appreciate 

being able to use this beautiful building for the 

visitation and service.  Everyone has done so much 

and we are thankful to you all.   

  Carol Uhlmann & Family  


