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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

     Each day we are getting closer to moving into our new  

    church building.  I canôt help but compare this time in our church  

    family to the Hebrew people moving towards the Promised Land  

    of Israel.  In the first five books of the Bible, only the first 11  

    chapters  of Genesis are not about the fulfillment of Godôs promise  

    to Abraham of a Promised Land.  It was a long road for the  

    Hebrews to become the people of Israel, but it was a journey they  

    remember throughout the Scriptures.  It was a journey that  

    demonstrated to them the purpose God had for their people. 

     The writer of the Book of Hebrews in the New Testament wrote about the beginning of this  

journey in chapter 11 verses 8-10: 

ñBy faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance,  

obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  By faith he made his  

home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac  

and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  For he was looking forward to the  

city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.ò.   

Abraham began down this road to the Promised Land by faith as he accepted the vision and promise of God.  He did not know 

where God would take him.  He did not know how he would get there.  All he knew was that God had called him and he looked 

forward to where God would lead him. 

     As we move down this final stretch of the road to our ñpromised landò, I can look back and say there were times I did not know 

exactly where we were going or how we would get there, but I knew God would carry us.  And he has.  God has proven he is faith-

ful.  He has not always led us in ways we could see, but he has been leading our hearts.  Before I was your pastor, I heard about the 

many different locations that were discussed for our new building and then finally the Lord led us to this property.  Then we had to 

figure out how to pay for this new building and God continues to work through your generosity.  Now we have ñlived in tentsò for 

a time as our church family has been nomadic in worship and activity space, but we have always had a roof over our heads. The 

people of Israel learned to rely on him, and I believe we have learned to rely on him as well. 

     Each Sunday as move towards this transition into our new church building, our Sunday services will focus on this journey to 

the Promised Land by the people of Israel.  Hopefully we can continue to learn from them about Godôs faithfulness and how to 

respond to the call of God.  We will soon be in a new church home that God, the Great Builder, promised to the hearts of many in 

our congregation, but we still have time to grow in these steps of faith.  

Senior Recognition May 18th 
 We want to congratulate our 

three seniors who will be graduating 

from high school this May.  David 

Pope, Kyle Rhinehart, and Cody 

Westfall will be graduating from     

Williamsburg High School.  We will recognize our  

seniors in both Sunday services on May 18th with a  

reception for them between services in the Parlor.  The 

Furman Book Scholarship will also be presented to one 

of these seniors on that Sunday.  

Consecration Sunday 
     June 22, 2008 is our target for the Consecration Service in our new 

church building.  This service will be focused on celebrating Godôs 

blessing on this new building.  Bishop Gregory Palmer will join us to 

celebrate this special day in the life of our church.  We will have one 

worship service at 10:00 am and a potluck lunch following.  This day 

will be for our members, families, and friends to rejoice in Godôs 

goodness.  Also mark your calendars that on July 27, 2008 we will 

have another special Sunday with an open house when we invite the 

community to join us for worship services and celebration activities. 

Plan to be present for these special days.  



 

 

 

Love Offering  
Our May Love Offering will go to our 

SPUMY summer trips.  First, our 

youth will be going on a mission trip 

to Des Moines in June.  There they 

plan to serve a small church and a ministry center for the 

poor.  Money raised for this trip will be used to bless those 

we go to serve.  Then in July, we have 17 youth planning to 

attend Summer Games University a youth event being held 

at Grinnell College.  This event costs $250 for the week, but 

as a church we want to make it affordable for anyone to 

attend.  Fundraisers and this offering will be used to offer at 

least a $100 scholarship to each youth.  Please support our 

young people and encourage them as they are blessed and 

as they are a blessing.  

SPUMY ñFlowersò still available! 
 

SPUMY ñFlowersò can still be rented 

Sunday May 4th between the Worship 

Services.  Rental fees are $25 for 2 hours 

of ñFlowerò help including, but not  

limited to babysitting, house cleaning, 

mowing and other yard work, cooking, 

baking and more! Show the woman in 

your life that you appreciate all she does 

by renting her a SPUMY ñFlowerò.   

ñFill the Shelvesò 
What a wonderful way to empower young children...to 

encourage reading.  Our adult Sunday School class is 

seeking ñlightlyò used and new books for children grades 

1-5.  This is part of Matthew 25 ministries ñFill the 

Shelvesò.  The program aims to give each child at Taylor 

Elementary School in Cedar Rapids 5 books of their own 

for summer reading.  Books must be published after 

1995.  They are due at our church collection by May 4th.   

Undie Sunday! 
Sunday, May 4th and May 

11th (Motherôs Day) we 

will be collecting new 

underwear and socks for school age 

children in Cedar Rapids who need 

our care.  Celebrate Motherôs Day 

by supporting this Matthew 25  

project.  Help us fill 3 shopping 

bags full. 

Building Update  
     The building continues to take 

shape.  Drywall is hung in about 

2/3 of the building so far.  There 

is still plenty of work to be done, 

but progress continues with the 

help of many faithful volunteers. 

     Our EtcéFund continues to 

grow as we work together to     

furnish our new building.  Any 

money given to this fund and    

designated towards a specific    

purchase will be used for that   

purchase.  All other money in the 

fund will go towards items as they 

are needed.  Our committees and 

teams, as always, will do their 

best to be good stewards of gifts 

that are given.  

Natural Church Development 
 Last month we started to work in a process called 

Natural Church Development.  It is designed to help us, as a 

congregation, improve our quality of health by creating an 

environment in which God will grow us.  We wanted to 

share the results with you in case you missed them on a 

Sunday morning.  There are 8 quality characteristics that 

help describe a healthy environment for growth and they 

are: (listed in order from our strength to our minimum   

factor) Empowering Leadership, Effective Structures,    

Inspiring Worship Service, Need-oriented Evangelism, 

Loving Relationships, Gift-based Ministry, Holistic Small 

Groups and Passionate Spirituality. 

 As you can see, our strengths are found in our 

leadership, structures and worship services.  The areas we 

need to invest some time in are holistic small groups and 

passionate spirituality.  A team has been formed to lead us 

in discerning how to use our strengths to build our weak-

nesses.  This group is called the Vision and Planning Team.  

They will be focusing on finding ways to use the results of 

this process to grow our church.  If you are interested in 

participating in the implementation of our next steps please 

contact Pastor James or Pastor Helen.  
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