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Schedule of Events 

Palm Sunday, March 16th 

10:00amðPalm Sunday Worship at the High School Auditorium 

4:00pmðBlessing of the Building at our new church site 

Tuesday, March 18th  

4:00pmðEaster Egg Hunt with Kidsô Club at the Church Center 

Friday, March 21st   

7:00pmðGood Friday Community Cantata at the Presbyterian Church 

Easter Sunday, March 23rd  

8:45-9:45amðYouth Fundraiser Breakfast at the High School 

10:00amðEaster Worship Service at the High School Auditorium 

 The first Sunday of Lent, I encouraged everyone to read a chapter a day with me from the Gospel of Mark and then the  

Gospel of John.  As I was reading Mark last week, we read about Jesus beginning to move towards Jerusalem for his last time where 

he will be put on trial and crucified.  In chapter 11, we have the story of Palm Sunday when Jesus finally enters Jerusalem with much  

celebration and praise.  But back in chapter 9 verse 9 and 10, Jesus has just been seen by Peter, James and John with Moses and 

Elijah.  This is the story of the Transfiguration.  As they come down from the mountain Jesus tells these three disciples not to tell 

others about what happened until ñthe Son of Man had risen from the dead.ò 

 Now the disciples had been with Jesus for almost three years.  They have been listening to him teach and watching how he 

lived.  They have seen miracles and been amazed by Jesusô wisdom and compassion.  They are approaching their final moments with 

Jesus and after he says this it says they discussed what ñrising from the deadò meant. 

 Peter, James and John were the closet disciples to Jesus in his ministry, but even at this time, they did not understand the 

full plan God was working through Jesus.  They still had not figured it out, and honestly they really do not figure it out until  after 

Jesus does rise from the dead.  After that, they got it. Everything Jesus had taught them became clear and they went and preached his  

message to the world. 

 As we approach Easter together, I want to invite you to think with me what it means that Jesus rose from the dead.  I know 

it means the tomb was empty on Easter morning and I know it shows us that God has power over death, but what does it mean in 

your life?  Is your life different because Jesus rose from the dead? 

 The resurrection of Jesus tells us that everything he taught was true.  It is true that God so loved the world that he sent his 

only son so that whoever believes in him will have eternal life.  It is true that we are to be salt and light to this world.  It is true that 

God wants to heal us when we come to him. 

 The resurrection of Jesus is also a promise.  It is a promise that if we follow him, we will be raised to new life just like  

Jesus.  If we follow Jesus he will lead us to our true home.  Do notice I said, ñif we follow him.ò  We are called to follow a risen  

savior.  We have been learning on Sundays about what it means to follow Jesus.  We are to learn from his life.  We are to be servants 

of others.  We are to surrender our fears to him.  Through the rest of Lent we will continue to see what it means to follow Jesus.  We 

will allow God to renovate our lives so that we can say Jesus being risen from the dead means I can follow him to new life, now and 

for all eternity.  

We will be taking orders for lilies to help decorate on 

Easter until Sunday, March 9th.  Lilies can be ordered ñin 

memoryò or ñin honorò of someone and cost $15 each.  A 

sign-up sheet will be passed at both services on March 

2nd and March 9th or you can call the Church Center to 

order by 10am on Monday, March 10th. 

Order Easter Lilies by March 9th  



 

Easter Egg Hunt 
March 18th at 4:00pm 

All children through 4th grade are invited to the Church  

Center at 4:00pm on Tuesday, March 18th to join Kidsô Club 

for an Easter Egg Hunt.  There will be Easter 

crafts and games along with the Egg Hunt 

which could be indoors or outdoors,  

depending on the weather.   

 
* Candy donations can be brought to 

worship on March 2nd or 9th, or to the  
Church Center by the 13th. 

Easter Sunday òEtc..ó Breakfast 

March 23rd 8:45-9:45am  
 The youth and their families will be sponsoring a church wide 

breakfast at the Jr. High cafeteria to raise funds to help with some of 

the ñetc.ò needed for our new church building.  The breakfast will  

include egg casserole, hashbrown casserole, fruit, pastries and drinks.  

There is a suggested minimum donation of $5 for adults and $3 for 

children for the breakfast, but all donations are welcome.    

 Letôs support our youth as they work hard to provide a  

delicious meal and give back to their church family. Everyone is  

encouraged to sign up ahead of time, but all are welcome to join us on 

Easter Sunday. 

     Good Friday Community Cantata 
Practice has started for the Good Friday  

Community Cantata, but itôs not too late to 

join!  ñShadows of Sacrificeò will be  

performed at the Presbyterian Church on  

Friday, March 21st at 7:00pm.  All voices 

are welcome!  Practices will be at the  

Presbyterian Church and are scheduled for: 

Thursday, March 13th at 7:30pm 

Sunday, March 16th at 6:30pm 

Wednesday, March 19th at 7:00pm 

ñEtc..ò Fund 
 As summer approaches, we are drawing near to the comple-

tion of our new church building.  With this new building will come 

many blessings in the space we will have available for our ministries 

and the opportunity for new ministries.  We have been meeting the 

challenge to raise funds to support the building of our new church, and 

we now also have the challenge of furnishing our new church home. 

 We have kept a lot of furnishings from the old building in  

storage, but will need additional furnishings as well.  We need new 

chairs for the sanctuary, bookshelves for the library, equipment to 

video tape our services, kitchen supplies, storage containers, etcé. 

 We do have some funds available to do this, but if we can 

raise some additional funds, more can be used to keep our debt down 

on the building itself.  So this Easter we are kicking off the EtcéFund.  

The youth have volunteered to serve an Easter breakfast with all  

proceeds going to start the Etcé Fund.  We hope everyone will  

participate in this exciting endeavor to complete our new church with 

all the ñetcéò needed.  

               Lenten Love  

                Offering 
 For the month of March, we will  

 continue to support ñNothing  

 But Netsò for our Love Offering.  

This program buys nets that are used to keep Malaria from 

spreading by protecting people as they sleep and killing the 

mosquitoes if they land on it.  Our goal as a church is to raise 

$1,000 for 100 nets.  In February we made enough to purchase 

59 nets, so weôre over half way there!  Keep up the good work! 

           The Last Supper Drama 

    Palm Sunday, March 16th at 10:00am 

Join us for a combined worship service with other 

churches in our community to enjoy a drama of the 

Last Supper presented by the Harlan First United 

Methodist Church. This special service will be 

held at the High School Auditorium.   We will open the 

service with the palm branch processional by the children of 

our churches.  An offering will be taken for an orphanage in 

Guatemala supported by the Harlan First UMC. 

Blessing of Our Building 
Join us on March 16th at 4:00 pm at our new church building 

where we will have a short service of blessing upon our new 

church building.  Part of this celebration will be writing 

blessings, favorite Scripture verses, or just your name on the 

floor of the building, which will be covered by carpet or 

other flooring.  This will be a symbol that this church is  

being built on the blessings God has given to the people of 

our church.  Pray for good weather, so we can all come  

together for this time of fellowship and blessing. 



 

Vital Statistics 
Attendance Date      8:30      10:30 

February 3       59         80 

February 10        43         93 

February 17       38            29 

February 24       75        103           

Total Offering Received     $11,949 
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Deadline for news for the April   

ANCHOR  is March 21st.  Email info to 

Sonja or drop it off at the Church  

Center.  Church news always welcome.  

Joys  

UMW Kicks off 2008!!   
Thursday, March 6th at 12:30pm, all women 

of the church are invited to the Church  

Center for an afternoon of dessert and Lenten 

devotion as we kick off our UMW ministry 

for 2008.  Along with fellowship, there will 

be a time of commitment and support to the 

ministries and missions of the United  

Methodist Women. 

Sunday Night Bible Study  

for Working Women 
A new bible study for women will 

start on Sunday, March 9th at 6:30pm 

at the Church Center.  This study, led 

by Melanie Ahrens, is geared for 

women who have the heart of Mary, 

but live in the working world of  

Martha.  For 12 weeks, there will be 

a weekly discussion of a new chapter 

of ñHaving a Mary Heart in a Martha 

Worldò by Joanna Weaver.  Child-

care is available, if requested.  Sign 

up by calling the church office at  

668-2288 by Monday, March 3rd, so 

we can order books.  The cost is $10. 

THANKS for all the prayers, cards, emails, phone 

calls, food and Pastor Jamesôs visitsðbefore, during 

and after Jerryôs surgery.  St. Paulôs is the most caring 

church weôve ever belonged to. It is a great church 

family to be a part of.  Thanks so much for everything. 

Jerry & Ruth Riggs 

Welcome Allan Jaspering, born to 

Brittney Pope and Aaron Jaspering 

on February 12th. Let us continue to 

pray for Allan, grandson of Shelly 

and Dan Pope, as he continues to get 

stronger with his time in the NICU 

at University Hospital. 

Welcome also to Cael  

Nathaniel Steckly, born to 

Mike & Mandy Steckly.  

Cael was born Friday, Feb. 

22nd and was 7lb 5oz and 20 

1/2 in. long. Congratulations! 

Concerns  

Our thoughts and prayers are with 

Marv Doschadis and family with the 

death of his wife Cecilia Doschadis 

on February 23rd.   

Church Conference Update 
In the month of February, we  

discussed the possibility of a name 

change.  After looking at the  

positives and negatives, the congre-

gation voted and decided to keep the 

name St. Paulôs United Methodist 

Church.  Through this discussion 

weôve learned how important the 

connection to our past is to the 

growth of our future. 

Vacation Bible School-Beach Party! 
Planning your summer vacation?  Reserve 

time for our VBS Beach Party!  Monday, 

July 28th-Thursday, July 31st our children 

will become surfers, riding the wave of 

Godôs love.  Theyôll experience the  

SurfônôSand Science Lab, sing 

fun tunes at Sound Waves and  

enjoy recreational activities at 

Rockinô Rec.  Watch for more 

to come! 

Everyone had a 

great time seeing the 

new church building 

at our open house.  

Itôs amazing how 

much progress has 

been made in such a 

short amount of 

time!  Continue to 

help support this 

wonderful process. 

Natural Church Development 
Christian A. Schwarz has done extensive 

research world-wide and found that healthy, 

growing churches seem to share eight quality 

characteristics: Empowering leadership, Gift-

based ministry, Passionate spirituality,  

Effective structures, Inspiring worship  

service, Holistic small groups, Need-oriented 

evangelism and Loving relationships.  A 

group of St. Paulôs UMC members are going 

to be taking a survey to see where we fit into 

these characteristics.  Weôll keep the congre-

gation informed of the results. 

BUILDING  

UPDATE 


