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Vision Statement: to be a church where you can SEE Christ

Order Easter Lilies by March 9th

We will be taking orders for lilies to help decorate on
Easter until Sunday, Mar &
memoryo or Ain honoro of ¢
signup sheet will be passed at both services on March

2nd and March 9th or you can call the Church Center to
order by 10am on Monday, March 10th.

The first Sunday of Lent, | encouraged everyone to read a chapter a day with me from the Gospel of Mark and then
Gospel of John. As | was reading Mark last week, we read about Jesus beginning to move towards Jerusalem for hifidgest ti
he will be put on trial and crucified. In chapter 11, we have the story of Palm Sunday when Jesus finally enters Jétusalem w|

Elijah. This is the story of the Transfiguration. As they come down from the mountain Jesus tells these three digoipddis not
others about what happened until ithe Son of Man had ri
Now the disciples had been with Jesus for almost three years. They have been listening to him teach and watching
i ved. They have seen miracles and been amazed by Jetbu
Jesus and after he says this it says they discussed wha
Peter, James and John were the closet disciples to Jesus in his ministry, but even at this time, they did not understa
full plan God was working through Jesus. They still had not figured it out, and honestly they really do not figuretiit afb¢un

Jesus does rise from the dead. After that, they got it. Everything Jesus had taught them became clear and they wavetldnigl pr

message to the world.

As we approach Easter together, | want to invite you to think with me what it means that Jesus rose from the dead.
it means the tomb was empty on Easter morning and | know it shows us that God has power over death, but what does it me
your life? Is your life different because Jesus rose from the dead?

The resurrection of Jesus tells us that everything he taught was true. It is true that God so loved the world that he s¢

only son so that whoever believes in him will have eternal life. It is true that we are to be salt and light to thik isdrlae that
God wants to heal us when we come to him.

The resurrection of Jesus is also a promise. It is a promise that if we follow him, we will be raised to new life just likg
Jesus. I f we follow Jesus he wil!/ |l ead us to ouraitsenue
savior. We have been learning on Sundays about what it means to follow Jesus. We are to learn from his life. Wseamnte b
of others. We are to surrender our fears to him. Through the rest of Lent we will continue to see what it means ¢ésdlldMe]
will allow God to renovate our lives so that we can say Jesus being risen from the dead means | can follow him tomsanifle, n
for all eternity.

Schedule of Events

Palm Sunday, March 16th

e 10:00and Palm Sunday Worship at the High School Auditorium

e 4:00pnd Blessing of the Building at our new church site
Tuesday, March 18th

e 400pmdEaster Egg Hunt with Kidsd C
Friday, March 21st

e 7:00pmd Good Friday Community Cantata at the Presbyterian Church
Easter Sunday, March 23rd

e 8:459:45amd Youth Fundraiser Breakfast at the High School

e 10:00and Easter Worship Service at the High School Auditorium




The Last Supper Drama AEtc. . o0 Fund
Palm Sunday, March 16th at 10:00am As summer approaches, we are drawing near to the complje
Join us for a combined worship service with other tion of our new church building. With this new building will come
churches in our community to enjoy a drama of thenany blessings in the space we will have available for our ministrig
Last Supper presented by the Harlan First Unitefl and the opportunity for new ministries. We have been meeting thel
Methodist Church. This special service will be | challenge to raise funds to support the building of our new church,|jg
held at the High School Auditorium. We will open the we now also have the challenge of furnishing our new church ho
service with the palm branch processional by the children| of We have kept a lot of furnishings from the old building in
our churches. An offering will be taken for an orphanage finstorage, but will need additional furnishings as well. We need ne
Guatemala supported by the Harlan First UMC. chairs for the sanctuary, bookshelves for the library, equipment to
video tape our services, kitc
Blessing of Our Building _ We do _have some funds available to do this, but if we can
Join us on March 1%at 4:00 pm at our new church building raise some additional funds, more can be used to keep our debt d

where we will have a short service of blessing uponournp@ "t he buil ding itself. So t
church building. Part of this celebration will be writing The youth have volunteered to serve an Easter breakfast with all

blessings, favorite Scripture verses, or just your name onfig f eceeds going to start the
floor of the building, which will be covered by carpet or participate in this exciting endeavor to complete our new church
other flooring. This will be a symbol that this churchis | @1 | the fetcéo needed.

being built on the blessings God has given to the people of
our church. Pray for good weather, so we can all come | & @N @‘“ @“ 'é) &3 ‘/é ’) o @“ ‘[é ))
together for this time of fellowship and blessing. @@ @@ @@ @@ @@ @@ @@ '

Easter Sunday OEtc.
Easter Egg Hunt March 23rd 8:459:45am

March 18th at 4:00pm The youth and their families will be sponsoring a church

. L breakfast at the Jr. High cafeteria to raise funds to help with some
All children through 4th grade are invited to the Church the fAet g P

c.0_needed for our ne

Center at 4:00pm on Yncluddkdd c%slgeroile,%Bsnbrohr?caése‘?o'le,”fruil}fdaﬁri%soandegl
There is a suggested minimum donation of $5 for adults and $3 fo
children for the breakfast, but all donations are welcome.

Letds support our youth as
delicious meal and give back to their church family. Everyone is
encouraged to sign up ahead of time, but all are welcome to join uf
Easter Sunday.

crafts and games along with the Egg Hunt
which could be indoors or outdoors,
depending on the weather.

* Candy donations can be brought to
worship on March 2nd or 9th, or to the
Church Center by the 13th.

Good Friday Community Cantata
Practice has started for the Good Friday
Community Cantat a,

j oin! fiShadows ofx
performed at the Presbyterian Church on
Friday, March 21st at 7:00pm. All voices
are welcome! Practices will be at the
Presbyterian Church and are scheduled for:

e Thursday, March 13th at 7:30pm

e Sunday, March 16th at 6:30pm

¢ Wednesday, March 19th at 7:00pm

MALARIA KILLS. Lenten Love
Send a net. Save a life. Offeri ng

For the month of March, we will
eI\ C o Nt i nue to supp
But Netso for ou
This program buys nets that are used to keep Malaria from
spreading by protecting people as they sleep and killing the
mosquitoes if they land on it. Our goal as a church is to raisq
$1,000 for 100 nets. In February we made enough to purchg
59 nets, so webre over half




Joys Welcome also to Cael

Nathaniel Steckly, born to

Mike & Mandy Steckly.

Cael was born Friday, Feb.
2nd and was 7lb 50z and 20

1/2 in. long. Congratulations!

Welcome Allan Jaspering, born to
Brittney Pope and Aaron Jaspering
on February 12th. Let us continue
pray for Allan, grandson of Shelly

and Dan Pope, as he continues to get
stronger with his time in the NICU | THANKS for all the prayers, cards, emails, phone
at University Hospital. call s, f ood an d bBferes duong

Concerns .
and after Jerryds surger

Our thoughts and prayers are with church wedve ever bel ong
Marv Doschadis and family with thg family to be a part of. Thanks so much for everything
death of his wife Cecilia Doschadis Jerry & Ruth Riggs

on February 23rd.

Sunday Night Bible Study UMW Kicks off 2008!! Vacation Bible SchoolBeach Party!
for Working Women Thursday, March 6th at 12:30pm, all women Planning your summer vacation? Resérve

A new bible study for women will of the church are invited to the Church time for our VBS Beach Party! Monday
start on Sunday, March 9th at 6:30pmCenter for an afternoon of dessert and Lenterjmy 28thThursday, July 31st our childrén
at the Church Center. This study, lgddevotion as we kick off our UMW ministry | " pacome surferé riding the wave of
by Melanie Ahrens, is geared for for 2008. Along with fellowship, there will | <1 455 | o v,e _ Theyol |
women who have the heart of Mary,| be atime of commitment and supporttotheé 5\, f s n6Sand Science
but live in the working world of ministries and missions of the United fun tunes at Sound Waves and
Martha. For 12 weeks, there will be| Methodist Women. enjoy recreational activities at
a weekly discussion of a new chapter Rockind Rec. Wat ch

of fiHaving a Marly Hq\%tﬁrhlchbncg e\(/F| bt @ 1 to come!
Worl do by Joanna| Wea¥ el schyaryihd dorfe extensive

Lcjarg 'Scz;llian"ami’ éfhruergﬁeosftf?(% a?lgn research worldvide and found that healthy, - —
628%/288 bgMonda Varch ard. s 9rOWing churches seem to share eight quality Vital Statistics
y Y e characteristics: Empowering leadership, Gift | |Attendance Date 8:30  10:30

we can order books. The costis $1p. . o ministry, Passionate spirituality, February 3 59 80
Effective structures, Inspiring worship February 10 43 93
service, Holistic small groups, Neediented February 17 38 29

Church Conference Update evangelism and Loving relationships. A February 24 75 103
:jf? the mOdntE of FebLU_I«?Uy, \fNe group of St. Paulés M@al GiferindReceived a $16,949 g |

Iscussed the possibility of a name | to be taking a survey to see where we fit into . -
change. After looking at the thes eg ch ayr acteristic .;hteA ggﬁﬁ Fépg?yc%tgnpo: 4 eue
positives and negatives, the congre{ gation informed of the results. 607 Court Street, PO Box 559,
gation voted and decided to keep the Williamsburg, IA 52361
name St. Paulds [United Methodist Phone: 315682288
Church. Through this discussion Website: www.gbgrumec.org/stpaulwburg
wedbve | earned how i mportant the Pastor: Rev. James Parks
connection to our past is to the 6 Email: reviep@iowatelecom.net
growth of our future. Minister of Children, Youth & Families:
Rev. Helen Parks
0 Email : revhr i 0wW3
BUILDING Administrative Assistant: Sonja Iga(?sons
UPDATE o Email: stpaul wh @i

Music Director: Steve Manning
Organist: Sue Heitmann

Everyone had a S . .
reat time seeing the Nursery Supe_rwsor. Dgnlse Grimm
9 0 kdgri mm@i owatel e
f

new church building R T —— St Paul 6s UMC of
at our open house. LICH S 1S5 L : 8:30am to 3:00pm
l'tds amazing how ? Wil der = Monday through Friday
much progress has B | ekl ] | Editor: Sonj a Par s onr28806
been made in such a li‘ i 6 Email: stpaul whb @i
short amount of ] mhlowd AL Deadline for news for the April
time! Continue to R R gNC?HORdiS Mf‘rcfp 2t1trs1't CE;“a”hi”fO to

; onja or drop it off at the Churc
help support this Center. Church news always welcome.
wonderful process.




