
    June 22, 2008 will become a historic date in the life of St. Paulôs United Methodist 

    Church.  This will be the first Sunday in our new church home.  So, I figured I better come up 

    with a wonderfully fantastic Anchor article for this month.  This article must be worthy of the 

    record books.  I have such an overwhelming sense of excitement as we have been counting down 

    the days.  There is also an amount of stress and worry to be sure that the building will be as ready 

    as it can be for that special day.  This summer will be busy as we settle into our new church 

    home.  As I sifted through all of these emotions, I realized this is not a time for feathery words, 

    but a time to remember why we are moving into this new building. 

    We have taken on this project because, as a congregation, we have felt God saying to us 

    that in order to fulfill our vision to be a church where you can SEE Christ, we had to have a 

building that is able to facilitate our ministries.  We needed a space where no one would be hindered from joining in our worship and 

fellowship.  We needed a space where our children could feel comfortable and not climb on top of each other (although they still  

may choose to do so).  We needed a space that allowed us to continue to grow in people, in mission, and in spirit.  This new church 

home will be a blessed place to continue in ministry. 

As we make this transition, I was reminded of Jesusô path to fulfill his mission.  Once the cross was in his sight, he had to 

get on his knees with his face to the ground and pray for God to lead his steps.  As I read this passage in Mark 14, I noticed that his 

disciples kept falling asleep as Jesus urged them to pray.  They did not see what was about to happen and therefore were not properly 

prepared in prayer. 

 I am convinced of my need to be on my knees each day praying for this large step for our congregation and I invite each and 

every one of you to join me.  I hope you can see the need for us to prayerfully take this step as well as the significance of it in the 

history of our church.  I invite you to pray each day for our building and most importantly, for the ministry that will flow from those 

walls into the community and world.  
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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

June Love Offering  

 Pastor James has challenged us to respond to the 

disasters in Asia.  The challenge is to give 10% of your 

stimulus check, if you receive one, or whatever you feel 

led to give if you do not receive one.  Over 150,000  

people have died in Myanmar and China and over 5 million people are in need of 

emergency assistance for food, water and shelter.  Our June Love Offering gifts will 

go to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) who continues their work in 

Asia.  When all other emergency response groups leave a disaster area, UMCOR  

remains to help rebuild and to help those still in need.  We can make a difference in 

their lives. 

Consecration Sunday 

June 22nd at 10:00am 

Potluck at 11:30am 
 

June 22, 2008 will be our Consecration 

Service in our new church building.  

Consecration is inviting Godôs presence 

to bless our new church to his service 

and ministry.  Bishop Gregory Palmer 

will join us to celebrate this special day 

in the life of our church.  We will have 

one worship service at 10:00am and a 

potluck lunch following.  This day will 

be for our members, families, and 

friends to rejoice in Godôs goodness.  

Also, mark your calendars that on July 

27, 2008 we will have another special 

Sunday with an open house when we 

invite the community to join us for wor-

ship services and celebration activities.  

Plan to be present for these special days.  

ñJourney Togetherò Breakfast 

Sunday, June 29th at 9:30AM  
Make plans to join us on June 29th for the  

ñJourney Togetherò Breakfast Celebration at  

9:30AM in our new church building.  This will 

be a time for us to rejoice as we conclude our 

2005 Capitol Campaign that put us in our church  

building a year ahead of schedule.  Look for 

more information about this breakfast as we near  

the celebration.  

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/


 

 

 

Attention  

All Ladies!!  

We have been invited to a  

missionary luncheon,  

Thursday, June 19th at  

Marengo UMC.  A guest 

speaker will share how one 

person can make a differ-

ence.  Please join us as we 

plan a car pool group from 

Williamsburg.  For addi-

tional information and  

reservations, please contact 

Marilyn Aumann 668-2640. 

We will also celebrate Godôs love through our other activities! 

Singing fun tunes at Surfôs Up assembly 

Making special memories in Beachcomber Crafts 

Experiencing science activities at the Surf ónô Sand             

Science Lab 

Participating in fun games at Rockinô Rec.  

Enjoying tasty snacks at the Snack Shack  

Monday, July 28th through 

Thursday, July 31st  

9:00am - 12:00 noon  

Registration has started for our VBS 2008!!   

Donôt miss the Wave of Godôs Love!!  

For all children 4 

years old through 

6th grade.   

Come and enjoy the 

surf and sand at our 

new St. Paulôs 

United Methodist 

Church building! 

Bible stories will     

encourage our  

children to develop 

Beach Be-Attitudes!  

Be Obedient 

Be Kind 

Be Forgiving 

Believe 

Pre-register at our 

VBS table at the 

Church Center 

during the week 

or at the Chapel 

on Sunday  

mornings. 

Beach Items needed! 

     Help us make this yearôs Vacation Bible School an awesome ñBeach Partyò by allowing us to borrow your beach 

item(s) the last 2 weeks in July.  Items needed for VBS: 

*  Beach Chairs      *  Beach Umbrellas      *  Life Preservers      *  Seashells      *  Beach towels in bright colors 

*  Hawaiian Shirts      *  Surf Boards      *  Boogie Boards      *  Clean Sand 

     Items need to be marked with your name and brought to Church on Sunday, July 20th.  Please contact Pastor Helen at 

668-1963 or the Church Office at 668-2288 and let us know what beach item(s) you have to loan us. 

     We will have a VBS volunteers meeting on Sunday, July 29th at 7:00pm at the new church building.   

 * Youth can sign up to volunteer during this meeting. 

Annual Conference 
The Iowa Annual Conference of the United 

Methodist Church will have its yearly meetings 

June 5th through June 8th at Hilton Coliseum in 

Ames.  This year, Pastors James and Helen will 

attend with four laity from our congregation.  

Bernie and Marilyn Aumann will be there as our 

East Central District Lay Leaders.  Kevin and 

Erica Wilkinson will be attending for the first 

time representing our church.  Kevin is a co-

chair of the Trustees Committee and Erica is a 

leader on our Outreach Team.  

Consecration Service Music 
Everyone is invited to 

join in the music of our 

Consecration Service, 

June 22nd.  We want to 

have a choir full of 

voices, so if you want to participate 

you will need to make some of the 

practices.  Practices will be Sunday, 

June 1st and 8th at 7:00 pm at the 

Church Center, then on Sunday, 

June 15th we hope to practice in the 

new church building at 7:00pm.  

Then there may be one final practice 

June 19th, 20th or 21st.  

Fellowship Families helping with our  

Summer Celebrations 
Members and friends of St. Paulôs UMC are divided into five  

Fellowship Families that take turns helping with church-wide  

activities and funeral lunches.  All five families will be needed 

this summer with the celebrations connected to our new church 

building.  Be expecting a phone call from one of the  

co-chairs of your Fellowship Family asking for your assistance 

with one of the following special events: Saturday, June 21st  

Set-up for Consecration Service and Potluck (Faith Family), 

Sunday, June 22nd Church-wide Potluck (Grace Family),  

Sunday, June 29th Celebration Breakfast (Love Family), Sunday, 

July 27th Church Open House (Joy Family and Peace Family).  

Thank you ahead of time for helping when needed so we can all 

enjoy these celebrations in our new church building!  

Congratulations to our  

High School Graduates! 

(from left to right)  

David Pope, son of Michael & 

Sherry Pope 

Kyle Rhinehart, son of Terry & 

Carolyn Rhinehart 

Cody Westfall, son of Joe & 

Shelly Westfall 

Cody Westfall was presented with the 

Furman Book Scholarship.   



 

Vital Statistics 
Attendance Date      8:30      10:30 

May 4        79         85 

May 11              53        108 

May 18                     64             96      

May 25                 40            74 

Total Offering Received     $13,020 
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Deadline for news for the June   

ANCHOR  is June 24th.  Email info to 

Sonja or drop it off at the Church  

Center.  Church news always welcome.  

UMW Notes 
 On May 1st, 16 members were present to hear an interesting travel scenario by 

Jacque Powell on Croatia, Hungary and other Central European countries.  Our next 

meeting is June 5th and will hopefully be the last UMW meeting in the Church Center.  

Mary Appleget will present the program ñFor the Love of Childrenò and hostesses will 

be Ruth Riggs and Chris Weinbrenner.   

 UMW is happy to report the purchase of additional dinner plates and large salad 

plates bringing our dinner plate inventory to 200 and large salad plate to 100.  In  

addition, we have 80 small salad plates, 80 cereal/soup bowls and 110 cups.  We have 

also added a large 55 cup coffee maker.  These purchases were made possible from two 

generous monetary memorial gifts and one special gift all to be used for kitchen items. 

THANK YOU!  Sincere thanks to 

all who prayed, sent cards or 

called to wish me a good recovery 

from knee surgery. 

Eileen Williamson 

2005 Journey Together Capital Campaign 
     On Sunday, June 29th,we will celebrate the completion of our first capital 

campaign, which started back in June of 2005.  On this Sunday, we will have our 

regular two worship services with a special breakfast at 9:30am in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

     If you can remember back to June of 2005, we had around $330,000 pledged 

to our building fund.  At that time, we had just six months earlier paid $110,000 

for our nearly 5 acre lot.  We had a few thousand dollars to roll over into this new 

building fund and by the end of 2005 we were already over $100,000 in our building fund. 

     In 2006, we sold our former church building for $75,000 and had our final worship service 

in that building December 31, 2006.  We ended that year with over $320,000 in our building 

fund. 

     Last year we made our biggest steps towards our new building.  We invited the congregation 

to extend their pledges after 2008 or start a new pledge until 2010 towards our building.  This 

gave us an additional $215,000 in pledges through 2010.  With this support and receiving 

$50,000 from the Builderôs Call of the Iowa Annual Conference in June we decided to begin 

construction in the fall.  We broke ground with a wonderful celebration last August.  We have 

made it through a tough winter for building and will celebrate the close of this capital campaign 

in our new building. 

     When looking at the numbers three years ago and the normal timeline for building a new 

church building, it would have seemed impossible to even start building until we had finished 

this first campaign and maybe even a second 3-year campaign.  However, God has been good.  

God has shown his power in your generosity and willingness to work towards this new  

building. 

     We have raised over $630,000 which is about half of the cost of the building.  Most churches 

only have one third of their building cost in cash when they begin.  We still have a ways to go 

to have a debt free building, but if we continue to move along this journey, God will continue to 

provide for us.  Letôs celebrate together how far we have come and bring to an end this first 

Joys  

Prayerfully remember Dennis 

Whitehead and family in the loss 

of his father, Charles Whitehead 

on May 24th.   

 

Please also pray for Esther Evans 

and her family in the death of  her 

husband, Joe Evans on May 27th.  

Paintingé.. 

Our new church  

Cornerstone  

Volunteers laying flooring High School Construction 

Club building the shed 

More paintingé.. And still more painting 

Concerns  


