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 We have just finished our annual celebration of the birth of Jesus.  Probably the most famous passage telling this Christmas 

story comes from the Gospel of Luke chapter 2.  If you were to keep reading and get to verses 42 through 52 you have a story about 

the boy Jesus and his parents. 

 Jesus is now 12 years old.  His family has made the five or six day journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem to worship in the 

Jewish Temple.  They would have made the trip with a large group in a caravan.  The caravan would have been made up of their 

relatives and friends. 

 The time has come to make the trip back to Nazareth, so the caravan begins the journey again.  However, with such a large 

group Mary and Joseph lose track of Jesus and assume he is traveling with the group.  After they have traveled all day they realize 

that Jesus was not with them.  They have to turn around and head back to Jerusalem and after three days, finally find Jesus in the 

Temple. 

 Donôt you think God could have chosen better parents than Mary and Joseph?  We only have a few passages in the Bible 

about Jesus as a child.  First, Joseph cannot even find an appropriate place for Jesus to be born besides a stable, and then he and 

Mary cannot keep track of Jesus and they lose their 12 year old for three days in Jerusalem.  Even Jesus did not have perfect parents. 

 Well, I think Jesus still turned out okay, so there is hope for us yet.  Each and every person that is a parent will probably  

admit to not being a perfect parent.  We do not always handle situations the way we would have liked to as we look back.  We make 

mistakes when trying our best to teach our children and help them grow. 

One reason for this could be that we get caught off guard by a situation.  We have not thought ahead to what we will do 

when faced with a given situation.  If we can look at some situations and decide ahead of time how we will respond, we could be 

able to handle those situations better. 

 Another way to grow in our ability to parent is to talk with other parents.  We can learn from each othersô successes and 

missteps.  We can work together to raise our children. 

 We will not be perfect parents, but we can grow and become better as God gives us guidance on how to raise our children.  I 

hope everyone with children and those who will help others with their children will join us for a four week message series called 

Parental Guidance Required.  We will look at some ideas on how to be the parents God calls us to be.  There will also be a small 

group focused on parenting that will meet with Jed and Danene Rebelsky during 611 on Wednesday nights.  If you know of others 

who might be interested or encouraged by this subject be sure to invite them to join us on Wednesday nights and/or Sunday  

mornings. 

 Children today have many voices of influence calling them in different directions.  They  

need Godôs true guidance and parental guidance to grow and become all God has in store for them.   

I hope you will join me as together we discover ways to grow in our parenting skills. 

Reminder! If bad weather, there will be one Sunday service 

at 10:00am.  This will be aired on KCRG, Channel 9 and 

KGAN, Channel 2 as well as be on the church answering   

machine.  Also if school is cancelled or let out early, all 

church activities will be cancelled for that day.  


