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Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of the 40 days of
Lent that lead us into Easter.
This year you are invited to
take a quiet moment at the
Church Center to reflect on
how God wants to begin to do
radical renovation in your life.
Join us for this unique service
on February 8. There will be
some music, reflection and
the imposition of ashes. The
services will be only 15
minutes long at 7:00 AM,
12:00 Noon, and 5:30 PM.
Our hope is one of these three
times will work with your
schedule to take a few
moments to prepare to build
our faith this Lent.
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In January we focused on our new vision statement: To be a church where yoz
can SEE Christ. | am personally excited about this vision because it is one that is easW
to remember and yet it is a bold vision to work at representing Christ to our community®
This vision statement challenges us to show Christ to others in everything we do.
Hopefully we can all come together around this vision.

It is in the midst of this unity of mission and purpose we also must have a
discussion as a congregation about a topic that could be divisive among us. The last
thing we want as a congregation at this time is to be divided, but at the same time this ¢
discussion is necessary. The Administrative Council, including myself, wants to bring ®
the discussion of our church name to the congregation. By discussing this now, we ®
have the option of changing our name or not before any signs for our new building are?
completed. :
You may be asking why we even want to consider changing our name? Ther
is confusion in the community between our church and St. Paul Lutheran Church. Wee
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often get called Athe other St. Paul 6s@ or
of mail almost every week that has hand writ#DT Lutheraron it because it was L 4
apparently delivered to the wrong chur &h.

unique identity, which is what your name is supposed to do. If we were to consider
changing our name we could have a name that gives us our own identity. Some
suggestions | have heard are Williamsburg, Clearview or Clear View, and Community, ¢

all with United Methodist Church following the name. If the decision is made to )
change our name we will then later vote on what name we will take. ()
Why should we keep our current nameWw

has been our name even before the Lutheran Church used the name. | have heard sofhe
say keeping our name is the tie that connects us back to our church history and if we e
change our name we may feel disconnected from our long history here in Williamsbur
Others have shared with me that with so many other changes it may be good to have ¢
something that stays the same. ™)

I know this may not be an easy discussion for many of us because it will bring ®
different emotions in each of us. What | want to ask each of you to do is not react to tHé
idea of changing our name, but reflect on it. When we react we make snap decisions ¥
based on emotions. | want each of us to reflect on this decision prayerfully and ask G
for wisdom and discernment. Do not just ask God what is best for me in this situation,
but what name will bring honor to God and allow us to help our community SEE Christep
through us. ¥

| personally believe God will use our congregation to transform our commu- @
nity as we help others to SEE Christ no matter what our name is. If we change our ®
name or if we keep it the same, the power at work is still the Holy Spirit of God present®
in our people. This does not mean we should take this discussion lightly, but as in all v
things through prayer and reflection we should seek the will of God. M

I will bring some thoughts and Scriptures for us to consider on this subjectin ¢
my message Februari{’3 The Administrative Council will then lead the congregation e
in some time of sharing and make the decision with a church vote on Febrllaty 17 \ 4
9:30 AM between our services. Until then please talk and pray together, not as those ¥
for or against, but as a united Christi®an
small voice. g
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Radical Renovation Work Crews
During Lent we are developing work crews
(small groups) to help us experience Christ.
As our new church building is being
constructed we thought it would be
DSSURSULDWH IRU XV WR GR VRPH "'5DG®PFD
SHQRYDWLRQU RQ RXU OLYHYV 7KH ZRUIzFU
ZLOO JURZ WRIJHWKHU E\ VWXG\LQJ /LYbQJ
Cross 6 KDSHG /LIH p ZKLFK XVHVY WKH LPDJ
) RI UHQRYDWLRQ WR KHOS XV VHH *RG: VZLO
Lent Love Offering our lives. You can join a work crew on

This year as we prepare our hearts and Sunday mornings in the Chapel Parlor at 9:30 AM beginning
PLQGV IRU &KULVW-V VDFULILFH | RhlRaiyH o9 dr Wedhesddy nigMs & 800 PM beginning
3DX0O-V 80& DUH VDYLQJ WKH OLY Hﬁéb%brﬁl‘é{h!(vﬁtﬁjé/supper and study. We ask each

Along with the NBA and Sports lllustrated, participant to give $5 towards the cost of the books and
our church is participating in a program to help Wednesday night folks an additional $5 towards the supper.
HUDGLFDWH PDODULD FDOOHG "1RWKLQJ %XW 1HWVyu

Malaria infects 500 million people each year ,
and for just $10.00 you can purchases a net to help RQ-W IRUJHW WR E
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stop this disease from spreading. Not only do these items for the lowa County

treated bed nets stop mosquitoes from biting during Food Bank by Sunday,

the night, the insecticide on the nets Kkill the February 3rd.

mosquitoes when they land on it. Since the parasites

pan change rapidly and become drug resi_stant there Building Update

is not an effective drug that exists to consistently As you receive this Anchor, the floor is being poured in our

fight malaria. new building. Next, interior walls will be put up and then we
We will join the lowa Annual Conference will be able to work with the electricians to put the wires in the

which seeks to send 10,000 nets to Africa. Our goal building.

as a church, is to raise $1,000 for 100 nets. Look for $ VPDOO JURXS RI 3H[SHUWV" DUH EH Mol

more about how you can join us in the fight against make decisions on our color schemes for the building as deci-

malaria. sions will be made about paint, carpet, and other furnishings.

Continue to lift up this project in your prayers and any
other way you can support the building of our new church
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Along with our Weekly Update, we are
offering you the option of receiving The
ANCHOR via email. We hope you will
utilize this cost saving alternative. You
will continue to receive The ANCHOR in
the mail unless you contact the Church
Center to be added to our email list.
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