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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

 As we reexamine our vision statement to be a 

church where you can SEE Christ, I always think about 

our eyes.  To be able to see Christ our eyes need to be 

working correctly.  We cannot be blind to what God is 

doing if we are going to help in fulfilling this vision to 

represent Christ to others. 

 So I was thinking about all of the blind people 

Jesus healed.  I then noticed a unique encounter Jesus 

had with a blind man in Mark 8:22-26.  In this passage, 

Jesus spits on the manôs eyes and asks him,  

ñDo you see anything?ò  The man says 

he sees people, but they look like trees 

walking around.  Jesus then lays his 

hands on the man and he saw every-

thing clearly.  It appears Jesus had to 

touch this man twice in order to fully 

heal him.  

 I compare this to our attempt 

to revisit our vision statement every 

year.  I think we need to keep coming 

back to our vision to be able to see it 

more clearly each time.   Maybe Christ 

will give us more clarity each time we 

refocus on our vision.  Maybe it is like 

each time we can see a little more of 

what God is calling us to as a         

congregation.  

know we are all being affected by the economy.  I have 

heard some retirees have lost up to 60% of their      

investments.  The outlook is not good and according to 

the world we need to be taking care of ourselves.  

 However, as a church I want us to look with 

cross-eyes.  Crossed-eyes do not make the economic 

difficulties go away.  I know it is a serious situation.   

Yet, instead of looking to see how I can survive, maybe 

cross-eyes will help me ask how I can rely on Christ to 

help others in this time. 

 This is the reason we need to 

be a church where you can SEE Christ 

even in the midst of difficulty.  We 

need to look at this difficulty as a time 

to come together and support one  

another in the love of Christ.  We need 

to be a solid foundation where others 

see sinking sand all around them.  This 

is the time for our church to really 

show we rely on Christ at all times.  

 As we continue to be a 

church where you can SEE Christ, 

please support all of our ministries and 

help us to stand tall and let people 

know God and his Church are here to 

serve others. Also, do not hesitate to 

come to the church if you or someone 

you know needs support at this time.  We are         

refocusing our eyes, through the love of the cross, to 

see how we can serve everyone better.   

 God has called us to Serve Christ,            

Experience Christ, and Embrace Christ.  I pray during 

this next month God will help us to see more clearly 

how to represent him to our community and world.  

 This year I want us to be more aware of not 

looking at this world through our natural eyes, but 

through cross-eyes.  This means I want us not to see the 

world as others see it, but see the world through the 

sacrificial love of the cross of Jesus.  We will see 

things differently if we look at the world with the cross 

in focus.  

 One example would be looking at our        

economic situation.  The world is telling us to worry 

and be afraid because everything is terrible.  And I do 

 Donôt forget the Challenges set by our Pastors!  If the attendance for Sunday worship stays 

above 200 for three of the four Sundays that he is gone, Pastor James will donate $100 to ñThe Atticò 

and wear an outfit from ñThe Atticò for the combined worship service February 22nd at 10:00am.   The 

outfit will be picked out that morning by members chosen at random from attendance sheets during the 

four weeks he is gone.  In addition, Pastor Helen is challenging each of our 611 small groups to keep 

their attendance up for these winter weeks until Ash Wednesday.  Every group that keeps their average 

up will get to put a pie in Pastor Helenôs face during the Church-wide Potluck on February 25th.  



 

 

 

 We hope to see even more people joining us at our fellowship meals on Wednesday nights in 2009.  The 611 Kitchen Crew 

with host families begin serving the meal by 5:45pm.  We ask everyone who eats to chip in $6 for adults and youth, $3 for kids 3-12 

years old and children 2 and under are free ($26 max per family).  We do not want cost to be a reason someone does not participate, 

so if cost is a concern, please contact the church office. 

 February 4th  Fried Chicken/Scalloped Potatoes/Vegetable/Dinner Roll 

 February 11th Taco Salad/Fruit Salad 

 February 18th  Spaghetti/Salad/Garlic Bread 

 February 25th Church-wide Potluck before the Ash Wednesday Service. 

  Plus drinks, dessert and a kidôs serving table with bread and peanut butter & jelly.   

Please make your meal reservation by the Monday before on the 611 Meal Sign-up found at the Sign-up Station or call the church 

office at 668-2288.  

611 Meals  

ñSouper Bowl of Caringò  

Sunday, February 1st 
SPUMY invites the congregation to 

join them in a special offering on 

Super Bowl Sunday that will go to 

the Iowa County Food Bank.  As 

you leave worship on February 1st, 

you can drop your donation into the 

soup pots held by our youth.  During 

these cold winter months, our wish 

is that everyone has warm food on 

their tables and this is a way our 

church can help! 

Volunteers needed for ñThe Atticò 

As our clothes closet continues to receive so 

many wonderful donations, volunteers are 

needed to organize clothes as they come 

into the church.  Please contact Marci Mohr 

at 668-1652 or Sonja at the church office at 

668-2288 if you are able to help us with this 

growing mission ministry.  There is also a 

sign-up sheet for those who can volunteer to 

help hang clothes as donations come into 

the church.  Please sign up on the Mission 

bulletin board in the Sanctuary.  

Serving Christ outside our doors!  

February  
Love Offering  

Good Neighbor Fund  
     In these times of financial stress 

and with the cold of winter, please 

give so that our neighbors can have 

some of their needs met.  Our 

churchôs Good Neighbor Fund was 

established to assist those outside 

our church.  This is another way 

we can help others SEE Christ. 

Ash Wednesday  

Church-wide Potluck & Service 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the 

40 days of Lent that lead us into Easter.  

This year on Ash Wednesday, February 25th 

we will gather at the church at 6:00pm for a church-wide 

potluck in place of our regular 611 meal.  

 Following the potluck, we will have an Ash 

Wednesday service in the sanctuary.  This will be a   

family friendly service that will help us begin the Lenten 

season remembering Godôs sacrifice of his Son for our 

sins. 

Upcoming Lent Study  

     As we look toward Lent and the path  

Jesus took to the cross on Good Friday and 

his resurrection at Easter, we will be led by 

Max Lucado and his book ñ3:16 The  Numbers of Hope.ò  

Each person will be invited to participate in small groups based 

on this book offered at varying times, worship services on  

Sunday mornings, and a 40 day devotional with daily readings 

written by Pastors James and Helen.  Look for more            

information as Lent approaches. 

I -POG Bake Sale 

Sunday, February 15th 
The I-POGôs will be holding a 

bake sale on the 15th between 

worship services and after the 

10:30am service.  Proceeds from 

this sale will help purchase new    

puppets for our growing I-POGs. 

On February 14th be sure to pass 

on the love that Jesus has for us to 

someone special. 

Fellowship Families 
 Members and friends of St. Paulôs United Methodist 

Church are placed on a ñFellowship Familyò list which is updated a 

couple times each year. 

 These families, Faith, Grace, Joy, Love and Peace rotate 

to help with church-wide fellowship activities, Sunday morning 

fellowship between services and funeral luncheons. 

 The Family co-chairs are notified of their turn by one of 

the Pastors.  Those co-chairs will then contact a few members from 

their Family for any necessary help (depending on the number of 

funerals and events, members may only be called a couple times per 

year for help).  There is an updated list of our Fellowship Families 

included in this Anchor.   

 Thank you for taking turns serving so we can be a church 

where others can SEE Christ. 


