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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

    The first three weeks of August, we will be continuing our message series of ñDesert to  

   Oasis.ò  We are focusing on Luke 4:1-13 where Jesus was tested in the desert.  He passed the 

    test and came out to a beach party in the end.  In our lives, we too go through spiritual deserts, 

    but our hope is that God will eventually lead us to that beach party oasis, also the theme of our 

    VBS this year. 

    As I thought about Jesusô time in the desert, it was symbolic of being alone, away from 

    God.  Of course, God is everywhere so there is not a place where you can get away from God, 

    but at the same time there are times we feel God is not around.   

    As he is alone, away from his father in heaven, Jesus is tested by the devil.  This is not 

    something Jesus wanted to go through alone, but it was something he needed to do on his 

own.  He needed to be tested to gain strength and know that he could choose to follow Godôs plan for his life.  He was no longer just 

living his fatherôs faith, but his own. 

This reminds me of some of the first times I had to let go of my children.  As Jamison and Hayden were learning to walk, 

Helen and I hovered around them.  First, we were there to hold them up as their legs gained strength and they learned how to       

balance.  Then we let go, but still hovered to catch them if they fell because we did not want them to hit something on their way 

down.  We did eventually have to just let them go and walk on their own.  Sure, they still fell a few times, more than a few for   

Jamison, but they got back up and off they went on their own. 

There also comes a time in our faith that we must walk on our own.  I know when I was growing up my faith was my 

momôs.  Mom made me go to church, Sunday school and youth group.  I did not necessarily want to be there all of the time, but I 

knew it was expected.  That was my faith walk until I finally decided to accept the faith for myself.  After that, Mom could not keep 

me away from the church.  When I was being made to go to church, I may have been frustrated with my mom, but looking back now 

I thank God she helped me in my walk of faith. 

I want to encourage the parents who are still walking with their children in faith.  Keep up the good work of raising your 

children in the faith.  Many of you made that commitment at their baptism.  Sometimes it is difficult to continue to persuade them to 

get to church activities, but our prayer is that in Godôs time they will walk on their own. 

 I also want to encourage all of us to remember that as we grow, our faith becomes our own.  It is up to us to live out our 

faith, not our parentsô faith, not our spouseôs faith, but our own faith.  Faith in God is to be our faith to live out each and every day, 

whether we are in the desert or the oasis.  It is our responsibility to continue to grow, learn and serve others through our faith in God. 

Open House Fun!! 

       We had a wonderful day of   

celebrating our new church building 

on Sunday, July 27th.  Over 300   

people were here to worship in the 

services, eat a wonderful lunch and 

enjoy some fun time together.  Many 

positive comments were heard about 

the blessing this new building will be 

for our congregation. 

 We want to thank everyone 

who work hard to get our church 

home clean and looking its best for 

the Open House.  Also we want to 

thank Christy Axmear and Ami 

Schulz and their team for all of the 

planning and work for the Open 

House to be a success. 



 

 

August Love Offering  
 This monthôs Love Offering will go to Justice for 

Our Neighbors.  This is a district ministry that provides legal 

services to immigrants to assist them with their government 

paperwork.  The paperwork is very complicated and often 

needs a lawyerôs knowledge, which is unaffordable for many 

immigrants.  The main office in Cedar Rapids has helped  

people from over 30 different countries. 

New Member Class 
 Anyone interested in becoming a member of St. Paulôs United Methodist Church 

is invited to come to three sessions starting August 17th.  

 The first session is Pizza with the Pastors which is an informal gathering to get to 

talk with Pastors James and Helen.  We will have pizza at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall 

on Sunday, August 17th.  The second and third sessions will be offered from 9:30-10:15am 

in between our worship services.  The August 24th session will focus on the history and 

theology of the United Methodist Church and the August 31st session will focus on spiritual 

gifts and where we can use them in the church.  

 If you cannot make one or more of these sessions, please contact 

Pastor James to set up a different time.  Please RSVP for the Pizza with  

the Pastors to Sonja by August 13th at 668-2288. 

Sunday, August 17th 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

Sunday, August 24th 9:30 AM - 10:15 PM 

Sunday, August 31st 9:30 AM - 10:15 PM 

The third annual All-Church Ladies 

Supper will be Wednesday, August 

6th from 5:45-7:30pm at the church.  

All women are encouraged to join in 

for food and fellowship.  Participants 

will be seated according to their 

birthday month. Reservations are 

encouraged, but not required  The 

meal is being hosted and provided by 

our local United Methodist Women's 

unit.  For more information, contact 

Marilyn Aumann at 668-2640. 

 Giving Tree Returns  

St. Paul's Giving Tree returns for the month of 

August.  Families are asked to pick a paper 

apple off the tree, purchase the item listed on 

the apple and return it to the church.  There is 

a wide range of items and prices and with a lot 

of school supplies on sale right now, this is an 

opportune time to purchase them.  We also 

welcome cash donations which will be used to 

help with the cost of shipping.  The received items will be  

assembled in school kits for the Iowa - Nigerian project and for 

emergency needs around the world. Our church goal for 2008 is 

40 school kits.  This project is part of the conference-wide 

Thanksgiving Ingathering. We also welcome anyone who is  

willing to sew a school bag.  Please contact Erica Wilkinson at 

668-1633 for further information. 

If you love children, love the Lord and want the  

children of our church to love the Lordé. 

Pray about volunteering with one of our many childrenôs  

ministries in our church.  We already have many wonderful  

volunteers committed to our fall childrenôs programs, but more 

are always needed.  Take time to pray about helping with one of 

these areas, then contact Pastor Helen at 668-2288 and help St. 

Paulôs UMC be a church where children can SEE Christ! 

Childrenôs Ministries 

(New) Wednesday Night 611 

Nursery/Preschool Room during Worship         

Services 

Sunday Morning Club 

Childrenôs Moment in Ministry during both    

Worship Services 

(New) Childrenôs Worship during the 10:30am 

service. 

STARTING SUNDAY,  

SEPTEMBER 7th 9:30-10:20am 

GODôS BIG BACKYARD:  

ITôS ALL ABOUT SERVICE 

With our new church building, we 

are going on a new adventure on 

Sunday mornings!  It starts in our 

own backyard and gets bigger each 

week as our kids take the love of  

Jesus into their homes, schools, 

neighborhoods and our community. 

In Godôs Big Backyard, our preschool-6th graders will  

participate in the large-group excitement of Backyard Bash, 

experience Godôs Word at Backyard Bible Club, meet real-life 

servants at Community Corner, plus explore and create 

through fun-filled crafts, snacks and games! 

The 611 
The 611 is our new church night for everyone together.  

The name comes from two scriptures: Matthew 6:11 which asks 

God to gives us our daily bread, and 1 Timothy 6:11 which calls 

us to, among other things, pursue godliness, faithfulness, and love. 

Every Wednesday night during the school year we will 

start with a meal that will begin serving at 5:45pm.  We will be 

asking everyone who eats to chip in $5 for adults and youth, $3 for 

kids 3-12 years old and children 2 and under are free ($20 max per 

family).  We do not want cost to be a reason someone does not 

participate, so if cost is a concern please talk with Pastors Helen or 

James.   

At 6:11pm while we finish eating, we will have a time 

together to recognize birthdays and anniversaries and lift up joys 

and concerns.  This will be just a short time of prayer and celebra-

tion together before we break off into our small groups. 

Then at 6:21-7:21pm we will have small groups for all 

ages.  We will have Kidôs Club, I-POGS, Confirmation, Senior 

High SPUMY, and adult discipleship small groups.   

Following the small groups at 7:30pm the Chancel Choir 

will practice.  The choir is open to anyone who enjoys singing.  

The choir will sing for the Traditional Service on a regular basis 

and the Contemporary Service occasionally. 

The 611 is an opportunity for all of our church family to 

fellowship and grow together.  Plan to be a part of this exciting 

new experience with Christ. 


