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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

Celebration Sunday  

November 23rd at 10:00am 
 

We hope everyone will join us on Sunday, November 23rd for a 

combined worship service at 10:00am.  Before the service,  

starting at 9:00am there will be a special fellowship time for the 

whole church to gather and share with one another.  Then at 

10:00am we will all go into the sanctuary for a service of  

celebration.  We will celebrate all of the many blessings we 

have to be thankful for this year.  If you     

remember, it was one year ago on the week-

end before Thanksgiving that a group from 

our congregation raised the walls of our new 

church building.  Look how far God has 

brought us now.  Letôs celebrate Godôs work 

together, so do not miss this special service. 

    For Haydenôs 3 year-old birthday party she got a Dora the Explorer balloon from her 

    grandma.  This balloon was filled with helium, so we had to keep it attached to something so it 

    would not float away.  One thing Hayden did enjoy doing with it was letting it go up to the    

    ceiling and Jamison would jump from the couch to get it back for her. 

    Her party was over two weeks ago and before this weekend the balloon was still flying 

    high.  However, over this weekend the balloon began to droop to the floor.  Jamison was asking 

    me why the balloon no longer floated.  I tried to explain to him how helium was lighter than air 

    and made the balloon float, but he was not quite sure what helium was.  I told him it was a gas.  

    Then he said, ñOooooh itôs out of gas.  The balloon lost its power.ò 

This made me think about the power of our church.  What is it that gives our church power and keeps us afloat?  We are 

completing our stewardship focus and some may say money keeps us afloat.  If the money were to run out we would not be able to 

keep going.  Others will say our power is in our people.  It is the dedicated hard work of many that keep our congregation moving.  

And to a degree, both of these answers are correct along with many other resources that give us power.  However, one resource that 

is powerful, but so often underused, is prayer. 

I know our congregation believes in prayer because of the many prayer requests that I hear and lift up.  We have requests 

every week for prayer and almost every week I also hear people thank me for the prayers of the congregation because their prayers 

were answered.  Prayer is a powerful resource we have and I know we know the power of it, but I want to encourage all of us to plug 

into this resource more often. 

While Helen and I were in school, the President of Asbury Theological Seminary was Dr. Maxie Dunnam.  Dr. Dunnam 

would often remind us that there are certain things God will not do unless and until we pray.  This statement was not a diminishing 

of Godôs power, as if God could not act without our prayers.  And it was also not an over-glorification of our power in prayer.  But I 

believe it was a statement of the power that is created when we connect to God in prayer.  When our prayers interact with God there 

is no limit to what God can and will do. 

So before we move into the Advent season and prepare for Christmas, we will take some time to remember 

how prayer can power our everyday lives and how prayer can power our church.   
    

   We will not soar to the heights God has for us until we pray. 

Each year on the first Sunday of November we celebrate All 

Saintsô Day.  This is a day to remember and celebrate the saints 

who have joined the Lord from our congregation this past year.  

This year we remember Cecilia Doschadis, Joe Evans, Nadine 

Gardner, and Jim Harl.  We will light a candle in memory of 

each of these saints and one extra candle for others dear to us 

who are not from our congregation.  Join us Sunday, November 

2nd to honor our saints. 

Reminder: Bring pledge cards to 
worship on Sunday, November 2nd 

or mail to the church office at  
PO Box 559. 

All Saintsô Sunday, November 2nd   



 

 

 

Sunday Night  

Fellowship 
All men are invited to get together to watch 

Sunday Night Football at Russ Heitmannôs 

414 Page Street on November 2nd at 7:00pm.  Join us to 

watch the New England Patriots face the Indianapolis Colts.  All 

men are welcome to come and enjoy the game.  Please bring a 

snack to share. 

 Our next Sunday Night Fellowship will be November 30th 

at 7:00 pm.  That game is scheduled to feature the Chicago Bears 

vs. the Minnesota Vikings, but it is a flex schedule game and the 

teams could change.  Whoever it is, we hope you will join us. 

A host is still needed for this game, so if youôre interested, please 

talk to Pastor James. 

Are you ready for some football?  

Love Offering 
November Love Offering will go to the Iowa County Food 

Bank.  The Food Bank needs our help to continue to serve our 

community.  This month you can give financially, 

but you can also bring in food items to donate.  

The financial gifts will be used to purchase  

perishable items like meat, eggs and milk.  So 

bring your standard food items Sunday mornings 

during the month of November.   

The 611 Meal!  
 The 611 Kitchen Crew with host families begin serving the meal by 5:45pm.  We ask everyone who eats to chip in $5 for 

adults and youth, $3 for kids 3-12 years old and children 2 and under are free ($20 max per family).  We do not want cost to be a 

reason someone does not participate, so if cost is a concern please talk with Pastors Helen or James. 

 Our meals for November will be:  

Nov. 5th  Taco Salad with toppings/Spanish Rice 

Nov. 12th  Chicken/Mashed Potatoes & Gravy/Vegetable/Dinner Roll 

Nov. 19th  Pizza 

 Plus drinks, dessert and a kidôs serving table with bread and peanut butter & jelly.   

Please make your meal reservation on the 611 Meal Sign-up found at the Sign-up Station or call the church office at 668-2288.  

Itôs not too late to start being a part of this exciting new experience with Christ and to sign up for the meal today!  If The 611 

is new for you and youôd like more information, go to www.stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com or call the Church Office. 

Community Thanksgiving Service 
On Monday, November 24th at 7:00pm, we will host the  

Community Thanksgiving Service.  Our brothers and sisters 

from other area churches will join us as we praise God and 

give thanks for the blessings God has given us. 

     We will take an offering at the service which 

will go towards the Iowa County Food Pantry 

and the Iowa County Ministerial Association.  

We will also be collecting food items all month 

for those needy families in our community. 

Thanksgiving Dessert Sale 

Sunday November 23rd  

Our SPUMY youth will be sponsoring a 

Thanksgiving Dessert Sale in the  

Fellowship Hall the morning of November 

23rd.  Apple Pies, Caramel Apple, and Pumpkin Pies are 

only $10 with Pecan Pies for only $14.  You can  

pre-order your homemade pies at the Sign-up Table 

from November 9th ï November 16th or by contacting 

the Church Office.  There will also be a variety of extra 

desserts to purchase on November 23rd.  We hope  

everyone will support this fundraiser and buy a delicious 

dessert from our youth! 

Costume Workday  

Monday, November 10th 9am - 3pm 
Helping hands are needed to work on costumes and props 

for our childrenôs ministry.  We will be having a workday 

in our fellowship hall on Monday, November 10th from 9am-3pm.  

There will be a variety of projects that day, so we welcome workers at 

all skill levels.  If you have sewing skills and/or equipment, please   

contact Lois Berry 668-1693, otherwise just show up on  

November 10th for our workday.  Thanks for supporting 

our childrenôs ministry by helping out! 

Parentsô Day Out 

Saturday, December 13th 10:00am-3:00pm 
 

Mark your calendars now to have the youth of 

the church watch your kids while you spend the 

day shopping, having a date day or whatever you 

need to do kid-free.  These five hours of  

childcare is only $15 per child or $35 maximum 

per family.  After the children 

participate in the dress rehearsal for ñThe 

Surprising Christmas Pageantò, there will be 

lunch, Christmas crafts, games, and a matinee 

movie on the big screen.  Pre-pay/Sign-up for 

PDO starts Sunday, November 30th and ends 

Wednesday, December 10th.  Your family 

does not want to miss this!     

Donõt forget to set your 

clocks back 1 hour on 

Sunday, November 2nd.  



 

Vital Statistics 
Attendance Date      8:30      10:30 

October 5       127         138 

October 12        96        187         

October 19       61           162  

October 26        59           120 

Total Offering Received     $14,287 
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Deadline for news for the December 

ANCHOR  is November 21st.  Email info to 

Sonja or drop it off at the Church  

Center.  Church news always welcome.  

Joys  

Note from SPRC 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee wants to inform the congregation that 

Pastors James and Helen will be taking a spiritual growth leave for a month this winter.  

Our United Methodist Discipline recommends pastors take a four week leave once 

every four years.  Finishing their fifth year of ministry with us without a spiritual 

growth leave, Pastors James and Helen requested this leave tentatively for January 23rd 

through February 16th of 2009.  They feel this is an appropriate time with Jamison   

starting school next year. 

 During their leave Pastors James and Helen will focus on being refreshed in 

their spiritual lives in order to be the spiritual leaders we need them to be.  It will be a 

time for them to reflect on what God has been doing in their lives and what plans God 

has for St. Paulôs UMC in the future.  Pastors James and Helen know this will be a time 

of spiritual renewal for them so they can come back and continue to lead our  

congregation. 

 While they are gone, we will need everyone to help fill their shoes when it 

comes to caring for each other.  There will be specific leaders lined up to cover all of 

their responsibilities.  Special arrangements are being made for worship on these  

Sundays and you will not want to miss how God is going to bless us! 

 If you have questions please contact the co-chairs of SPRC Emily Andrews 

and Susanna Davis.  Please join us as we bless us our pastors by encouraging their  

spiritual growth. 

A New Mission is Comingé. 

We are going to start taking on-going 

donations for a clothing closet.  All 

clothes in good condition and in all sizes 

will be welcome for our closet.  We hope 

that the closet will be used by any who 

are in need. Watch for more information 

from our Mission Team..   

       Finance Footnotes 
The Finance Committee would like  

everyone to know they are more than  

welcome to ask questions and see our financial 

information.  Our budgets continue to change and 

it is important that information is shared.  We hope 

to offer some information that might be helpful in 

understanding our growth. 

Our prepatory membership in 2004 was 

66.  That means we had 66 children on our roles 

under confirmation age which is 12 or 13.  In 2004 

we also spent $1,549.80 on our Christian         

Education, which connects with these children, but 

also our youth and adults.  In 2008, just four years 

later, we have 123 prepatory members and we 

have already spent $3,354.68 on Christian        

Education and the year is not done. 

The Merry Monkey Makers!  
The Merry Christian Monkey Makers from St. Paulôs United Methodist 

Church, Williamsburg, met for the last time this year on Oct. 20th.  We 

consist of approximately 18 members.  We create red heal sock monkeys 

for University of Iowa Pediatrics and sometimes surgical ward for chil-

dren.  We are currently the only group providing this service for the  

hospital.  Originally started in 1992 by Mary Alice Dubishar, the group is 

currently led by Dotty Stewart.  We meet every third Monday from March 

to October at 1:30pm at Dottyôs house. 

 We usually deliver 300-500 monkeys each year.  We also have 

several members that crochet hats and make vests for these little ñkidsò.  

For anyone who would like to join us, contact the St. Paulôs UMC at  

319-668-2288 (you do not need to be a member).  Everyoneôs talent is 

welcome. 

Not pictured: Mary Appleget, Helen Menary, Mildred Jones, Jennifer 

Pechman, CeCe Wilconxon, Pauline Eimen, Lois Berry, Marilyn Aumann 

L-R sitting: Gertie Gibson, Peggy Chapman, Dotty 

Stewart (Chairman), Doris Brown, Jo Littrell 

L-R standing: Ruth Mayberry, Madorra Hopp, Eileen 

Williamson, Lila McCallister, Barb Torney, Phyllis 

Caskey, Phyllis Jellings, Jean Collingwood, Ruth Riggs 

Concerns  

Itôs a joy to thank Jerry & Jacque 

Powell and Kenton & Kim 

Doehrmann for the beautiful stone 

bench for our entrance. 

Continue to keep Connie Turner 

in your prayers as she undergoes 

treatment for leukemia.  


