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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

Bibles for our 3rd Graders 

Sunday, September 13th, our 3rd graders will receive 

Bibles during worship.  We are proud of these youth 

as they continue to grow in their faith. We hope to 

see all the family and friends of these third graders 

worship with them on Sunday, September 13th.  

Please let these third graders know how proud we 

are of them: Shellbie Baughman, Charlie Courneya, 

Kaitlyn Culp, Chase Frank, Garrett Grimm, Gabby 

Hooper, Kayte Jacoby, Faith Adele Kinkead, Grayson Maser, 

Blayke McKown, Sydney Rebelsky, Nicole Schlesselman, Aimee 

Smith, Clayton Thurm, Keaton Zimmerman, Zachary Zimmerman, 

Jordan Zuber.  Please let Pastor Helen know if there are any other 

third graders to congratulate. 

 On August 19th, Helen and I walked Jamison across Highland       

Street into the Lower Elementary School and dropped him off for his first 

day of kindergarten.  He seemed to be fine and ready for us to leave once 

he got to his seat.  For us, there were a few tears shed by his mom, but I 

held it together. 

 Now that Jamison is in school, he will begin to learn new things 

and grow in his understanding of the world.  On his first Friday he came 

home with a new piece of knowledge and he wanted to share it with me.  He said that he did not have school tomorrow or the next 

day, but the day after that he would be back in school.  On the ñfird dayò (his way of saying ñthird dayò) we go back to school.  My 

son has finally learned about the weekend. 

 Life has taken a new step for Helen and me as we now have a school-age child.  We are learning to adjust to new things as 

well.  We no longer have our little boy home most of the day.  We are also trying to learn how to follow a school schedule. 

 In life, we should never stop learning.  We are in the middle of a message series on Seven Simple Truths about Life.  We 

are looking at some Biblical truths that when understood and lived, make life more fulfilling.  Through September, we will continue 

this series by looking at families in life, living a content life in a world built for greed, and how to win at the game of life.  I hope you 

will all join us on Sunday mornings to be reminded of these truths. 

 I also encourage every child, youth and adult to participate in a small group where you can learn as well.  We will be  

offering many groups beginning in September to look at the Bible and learn ways to apply Godôs Word to our everyday lives.  Look 

at the list and find a time and topic that you are interested in and continue your life education. 

 God has much to teach all of us if we will come to the feet of Jesus like a little kindergartener ready to learn.  

By 

Rev. 

James 

Parks 

2010 Committees 
The Lay Leadership Committee will soon begin 

inviting members to join the leadership committees of the 

church.  This committee prays about whom to invite from the 

gifts and passions they know our members possess.        

However, it is difficult to know all of the gifts and passions 

of our members.  So we would like to invite anyone         

interested in being on one of our committees to please     

contact Pastor James. 

 Below is a brief description of the committees.  

Members of our four committees normally serve 3 year 

terms. 

1. Lay Leadership Committee: focuses on connecting  

peopleôs passion with ministry opportunities.  This    

committee will be working on offering more ministry 

training for people. 

2. Trustee Committee: Responsible for the upkeep and 

improvements to our church facility. 

3. Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC): Responsible 

for overseeing our church staff.  This committee is to be a 

communication link between the congregation and the 

staff. 

4. Finance Committee: Responsible for our budgets and 

sharing what our generosity is doing.  

Have you ever wondered where you are going in life?  

Could there be a simpler way to live?  

through September 30th  

Love Offering ï United Methodist Student Fund 
The United Methodist Church values higher education and helping 

students as they prepare for life by uniting faith with knowledge.  

Love offerings given will go to our Conference Board of 

Higher Education and Campus Ministry to support 

United Methodist Scholarships and the United Methodist 

Student Loan Fund. 



 

 

 

Serving Christ outside our doors!  
The òIngatheringó Tree Returns  

New Member Class 
Anyone interested in becoming a 

member of St. Paulôs United Methodist Church 

is invited to go through our new member      

sessions starting September 13th. 

The first session is Pizza with the  

Pastors which is an informal gathering to get to 

talk with Pastors James and Helen.  We will 

have pizza at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday,  

September 13th.  The other sessions will be offered on      

Monday nights from 6:30-7:30pm.  Session One will focus on 

the history and theology of the United Methodist Church.  

This session will also discuss the leadership structure of our 

church.  Session Two will focus on discovering your spiritual 

gifts and where we can use them in the church.  Session Three 

will be an overview of the mission and ministry of St. Paulôs 

UMC. Childcare will be provided for the evening sessions. 

 If you cannot make one or more of the sessions, 

please contact Pastor James to set up a different time.  Please 

RSVP to Sonja at 668-2288 for the Pizza with the Pastors by  

September 9th.   

¶ Sunday, September 13th 11:30am - 1:00pm 

¶ Monday, September 21st 6:30 - 7:30pm 

¶ Monday, September 28th 6:30 - 7:30pm 

¶ Monday, October 5th 6:30 - 7:30pm 

The 611 is back starting Wednesday, September 2 nd !  
 The 611 is our church night for everyone to enjoy a meal, fellowship and spiritual growth.  The vision for 611 comes from 

two scriptures:  Matthew 6:11 which asks God to give us our daily bread and 1 Timothy 6:11 which calls us to, among other things, 

pursue godliness, faithfulness and love. 

 On September 2nd, we are going to kick off a new year of 611 with the opening of our St. Paulôs United Methodist Church 

1977 Time Capsule followed by a church-wide potluck.  The Time Capsule will be opened at 5:45pm with the meal and fellowship 

following.  There will also be sign-ups and more information about all our Adult Bible Studies.  Please note the changes with the 

meal this year. 

611 Schedule  
5:45pm      Caseyôs Pizza (we will have a potluck the first Wednesday of each month and pizza the other weeks) 

      $3 for 2 slices of pizza, salad, drink, dessert (extra slices available for $1/slice). 

6:11pm      Gathering of Children, Youth and Adults in the Sanctuary 

      Infant-2 yrs. in the Nursery 

      3-5 yrs. in the Preschool room 

6:21pm      Kidsô Club (K-4th Grade) Gathering in the Sanctuary 

      I-POGS (5th & 6th Grade) in Classroom B 

      Junior High (7th & 8th Grade) in Lobby 

      Senior High (9th-12th Grade) in Classroom C 

6:30pm      ñMaking Love Last a Lifetimeò in the Sanctuary 

      ñNoomaò video series in Pastor Jamesô Office 

7:21pm      Families head safely home! 

Sunday Morning Club 

Starts September 13th at 9:30am 
Itôs time to get Sunday Morning Club going for this school year.  

With our new EZ Worship service, our church has a lot going on at 

9:30am on Sunday mornings.  The hope of St. Paulôs UMC is that 

everyone in your family can be here: 

Ì Infant-2 yrs. old: ñNew Beginningsò in the Nursery  

Ì 3-5 yrs. Old: ñStudio Go!ò in the Preschool room 

Ì K-6th Grade: ñStudio Go!ò in the Fellowship Hall 

Ì SPUMY (St. Paulôs United Methodist Youth) 7th-12th 

Grade: Girlsô Study in the Church Office & Guysô Study in       

Classroom C 

Ì Adult Study ñWhen Godôs People Prayò in Pastor Jamesô 

Office (starting Oct. 4th)  

The next UMW meeting will be held on 

Thursday, September 3rd at 12:30pm.  The 

program will be presented by Jo Littrell on 

prayer and self-denial.  This is a very  

important meeting for UMW as we have  

several items we need to discuss, particularly 

the fact that we are having trouble getting 

officers for 2010.  We urge all UMW ladies to 

attend this meeting as we do need to discuss 

the future of UMW.  We hope to see you all 

there on September 3rd.  

Informational Lunch for Puerto Rico Mission Trip  

Sunday, September 20th 11:30am-1:00pm 
     If you are at least 16 years old, love the Lord and want to  

experience cross-cultural mission work, then St. Paulôs UMC has 

the opportunity for you!  We are in the planning stages of a 7 day 

mission trip to Puerto Rico in the middle of June 2010.  The cost is 

an estimated $1,000 per person before fundraisers.  This meeting 

will be to discuss tentative trip plans, brainstorm about fundraising 

ideas and vision about this mission opportunity that God may be 

placing before us.  If you have any interest in attending this lunch, 

sign up on the Mission Bulletin Board or contact the church office.   

Guess Whoôs Coming to BBQ? 
     SPUMC is coordinating a mystery evening for some fun and 

fellowship for the entire family! 

     Be sure to hold Saturday, September 19th from 5:30-8:30pm 

open on your calendar!  This will be great fun!  We ask for  

volunteers to host a BBQ at your homes, but we arenôt going to tell 

you whoôs coming, or tell your guests where they are going until 

that same afternoon. 

     A similar event was held in January 2008 and was a great suc-

cess.  Letôs try this again and add a twist this time...a BBQ and the 

whole family included!  A sign-up sheet is available at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Please contact the church office with any questions.  



 

Vital Statistics 
Worship Attendance      

August 2 243        

August 9 176       

August 16 226      

August 23  263      

Total Offering Received     $17,754 

YTD Income  $143,121 

YTD Expenses  $139,477 
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Deadline for news for the October 

ANCHOR  is September 23rd.  Email info 

to Sonja or drop it off at the Church.   

Congratulations: 

Baptism of Justin Gingerich on 

August 2nd  

Marriage of Lynn Reihman and 

Amy Francis on August 8th. 

Marriage of Zac Keeney and Beth 

Neal on August 15th. 

Marriage of Brandon Dietrich and 

Ashley Garringer on August 22nd. 

Thank you!  The UMW ladies 

would like to thank everyone who 

attended the All Church Ladies 

Salad Supper  on Aug. 5th. And 

thank you to all the UMW ladies 

who donated salads, desserts, time, 

etc...for the evening. It was great to 

have such a good turnout for the 

evening! 

Financial Footnotes 
     We all know that the cost of insurance, both health and home/auto, are rising 

so we thought it might be a good time to inform the congregation of our  

insurance coverage.   

     Appointed pastors working ¾ time or more are required to participate in the conference 

health insurance plan through Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield.  This ensures every 

church in our conference pays the same cost per pastor. 

     The church pays $9,168 a year for Pastor Jamesô health insurance.  He then pays an 

additional amount for family coverage.  Because none of the rest of our staff are full time 

employees, we do not offer them health insurance at this time.  With the church building, 

we have budgeted $4,750 of which $1,925 has been paid.  We anticipate a 10% increase in 

Workers Compensation insurance this year as well.   

If you have any questions about this or other financial matters, please contact one 

of the members of the Finance Committee.  Submitted by John L. Lane, Finance Chair. 

Thanks to the members of our  

congregation who helped host at 

the Drug Awareness Program.  

Also thank you to the speakers as 

well as School Administration who 

were active in the program.  Lastly, 

thank you to the students who 

helped with childcare and  

preparation of the refreshments. 

Getting to Know:       

      Teresa Fleming   
    
     To me, the people of St. Paulôs 

United Methodist Church are a loving extension of my own family.  

Having moved here two years ago, I embraced being back in Iowa 

and being a member of this dynamic church family. 

 I know what itôs like to be new to an area, having moved 

regularly into new Methodist congregations as a child because my 

father was a pastor.  As an adult, I continued to move often as I  

accompanied my husband, David, and our two daughters abroad as 

David was assigned to American Embassies in Yemen, Korea, Sudan, Thailand, Mexico, 

Costa Rica and Senegal with the US Department of State.  Upon Davidôs retirement two years 

ago, we moved to the English Valley area to be near our families.  We thoroughly enjoy  

living in the country knowing that for once another move is not imminent.   

 I graduated from high school in Montezuma, Iowa and hold a BS degree in  

Business Management from Southern Wesleyan University in South Carolina.  I have always 

been drawn to positions that put me in touch with people on a one-on-one basis; I lean  

heavily on my strong faith and dedication to the Lord, the church and the mission of St. 

Paulôs United Methodist Church.  Some of my projects Iôve started is to try and meet 5 new 

people each week, coordinate the BBQ event and new member class and help start a new 

prayer group at Highland Ridge.  If youôd like to visit, please call the church office or email 

me at tfleming@iowatelecom.net.  I am honored to have been chosen as the Director of  

Congregational Care for SPUMC and pledge to serve with honor, reverence and faith. 

ñThe greatest healing therapy 

is friendship and loveò 
 Hubert Humphrey  

World Prayer Focus 

ñRabies Preventionò 
     World Rabies Day, September 28th, highlights the 

impact of human and animal rabies and promotes 

how to prevent and stop the disease by combating it 

in animals. Sponsors, the Alliance for Rabies Control 

and the United States Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, report that 55,000 people die every 

year from rabies, an average of one death every 10 

minutes. 

     There are safe and effective vaccines available for 

people who have been bitten by an animal that might 

have the disease, but usage in developing countries is 

low due to the high cost. 

Through knowledge and prayer 

we can change the world.   

VBS Video online  

Go to our website at 

www.stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com to 
check out our Camp E.D.G.E. video!   

Thank you to all our 

Camp E.D.G.E. VBS  

volunteers!  We couldnôt 

have had such a great 

week without your help! 


