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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

  Where does Christmas find you?   
    As I was reading through the Christmas scriptures in preparation for Advent this 

    year, I began to think about the many places people were when the Christmas story 

    found them.  The magi were searching for something in the sky.  The shepherds were 

    hard at work.  Mary and Joseph were in a stable.  Like each of these people, we are 

    touched by the message of Christmas in different places. 

     The different places could be locations.  Maybe itôs not Christmas until the 

    whole family is gathered at Grandma and Grandpaôs house.  Or Christmas does not start 

    until the time you get into the car and Christmas music is on the radio.  Strangely some 

may even think Christmas finds them in the middle of the shopping mall as they are looking for the perfect gift for their 

loved ones. 

 However, Christmas can also find us at different places within our hearts this year.  Some come to this  

Christmas with heavy hearts.  With our current economy I know many have financial concerns on their hearts and  

wonder if Christmas will be the same.  There are some among us who will again face the ñhappy timesò of the holidays 

without loved ones near them.  Others have been anxiously waiting for Christmas to come again. 

 Wherever it is, Christmas finds us at different places.  My hope is that no matter where it is, the Christmas  

message will find you.  Christmas is a celebration of Godôs gracious gift to all of humanity in Jesus Christ.  God took on 

flesh and lived among us as an amazing response to his love for us.  I hope you will join your church family during  

Advent as we prepare ourselves once more to enter the Christmas story.  The message of Christmas is not about a certain 

time or place, but it is a message of Godôs love for us anytime and anywhere. 

Advent Message Series  

November 30thð ñChristmas at the Mallò 

December 7thðòChristmas at the Office Partyò 

December 14th  ðChildrenôs Musical  

December 21stðòChristmas at the Kitchen Tableò 

December 24th at 7:00pmðCandlelight Christmas Eve 

Service, ñChristmas at the Mangerò 

Poinsettias in honor or memory of loved ones 

We will be decorating our sanctuary with 

poinsettias for Christmas.  Poinsettias can be 

purchased for $15.  Please sign up on the clip-

board or contact the church office.  The sign-

up deadline is December 14th.   

Childrenõs 
Musical, 

December 
14th at 
8:30am 

and 
10:30am 

You donõt want to 
miss this!!  



 

 

 

In December any gifts put into the Love Offering envelopes will 

go into our churchôs Life Fund.  The Life Fund was established to 

give financial assistance to members of our congregation in need.  

These funds are also used each Christmas for families facing diffi-

cult times.  Fifty dollars a month from our general fund goes into 

this account, but other donations will help keep this fund available.  

Also remember if you are a member this fund is available to you.  

If you need assistance, your church family will be there for you. 

The 611 Meal!  
 The 611 Kitchen Crew with host families begin serving the meal by 5:45pm.  We ask everyone who eats to chip in $5 for 

adults and youth, $3 for kids 3-12 years old and children 2 and under are free ($20 max per family).  We do not want cost to be a 

reason someone does not participate, so if cost is a concern please talk with Pastors Helen or James. 

  Our meals for December will be:  

Dec. 3rd Chicken Enchiladas with toppings/Fruit Salad 

Dec. 10th  Spaghetti/Salad/Garlic Bread 

Dec. 17th  Church-wide Potluck 

 Plus drinks, dessert and a kidôs serving table with bread and peanut butter & jelly.   

Please make your meal reservation on the 611 Meal Sign-up found at the Sign-up Station or call the church office at 668-2288.  

Itôs not too late to start being a part of this exciting new experience with Christ and to sign up for the meal today!  If The 611 

is new for you and youôd like more information, go to www.stpaulsumcwilliamsburg.com or call the Church Office. 

The Attic 
Weôve already received some clothes for 

ñThe Atticò, our new clothing closet.  

Weôre hoping to open The Attic during the 

holiday season and are taking donations daily.  We are 

accepting clothes in good condition for all sizes for 

men, women and children.  With the cold weather 

upon us, coats, hats, gloves and other winter gear are 

also welcome.  If youôd like to volunteer to 

help with this wonderful mission project, 

please contact the church office.  

Parentsô Day Out 

Saturday, December 13th 10:00am-3:00pm 
 

Sign-up/Pre-Pay now to have the youth of the 

church watch your kids while you spend the day 

shopping, having a date day or whatever you 

need to do kid-free.  These five hours of  

childcare is only $15 per child or $35 maximum 

per family.  After the children 

participate in the dress rehearsal for ñThe Sur-

prising Christmas Pageantò, there will be 

lunch, Christmas crafts, games, and a matinee 

movie on the big screen.  Pre-pay/Sign-up for 

PDO starts this Sunday, November 30th and 

ends Wednesday, December 10th.  Your  

family does not want to miss this!     

Christmas Potluck & Carols 

Wednesday, December 17th 

Everyone is invited to join us 

for a church-wide potluck 

starting at 6:00pm.  Please 

bring a dish to share and join 

us for a special holiday pot-

luck.  Following the meal, we 

will enjoy a special time in the 

sanctuary singing Christmas 

carols with A Loud Voice.  

This will take the place of our 

611 small groups.   

Cookie Time!! 
The annual UMW Cookie Walk will be Saturday, 

December 13th from 9:00am to 12:00 noon at the 

church.  The price for a bucket of cookies is $12 

($11 if you bring your bucket from last year).  

Church members have been very generous with 

cookie donations in the past and any help you can 

give this year will be sincerely appreciated.  

Please place cookies in containers that do not 

need to be returned and label with the type of cookie.  Cookies can 

be left at the church on Friday, December 12th or on Saturday 

morning, the 13th by 7:30am.  Coffee, cider and cookies will be 

served during the sale.  Thank you for your continued support with 

this delicious fundraiser. 

Christmas Giving Tree 
Christ came to us as a baby born 

into a carpenterõs family. 

St. Paulôs has the opportunity to help build 

lives by contributing tools to the ñTool loan and give-a-

wayò program in Cedar Rapids.  This project is part of 

Matthew 25 ministries and is used to help people repair 

flood damaged homes.  Church families are asked to 

choose a tool request written on an ornament on the 

Giving Tree in the Fellowship hall.  Please purchase 

the item and return it to the church.  In 

addition to tools, supplies and money can 

be donated.  Financial gifts will be  

combined for more expensive tools.  Used 

tools in good condition are also welcome. 

Girls Night Out  

Christmas Party! 

Ladies, join us for our 4th 

annual Christmas Gathering 

on Friday, Dec. 12th at 

6:30pm.  This yearôs party 

will be held at Phyllis 

Whiteheadôs (603 Dane 

Court).  Please bring an  

appetizer to share and a $5 

gift (gag or real) for a fun 

gift exchange. 




