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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

What to do with our Church Center? 

        As we approach the completion of our new church building, we need to decide what we want to do with our Church Center.  

The Trustees have looked at many options including the ones below.   

       Option 1: Keep the Church Center as a future parsonage. Positives: we already own it.  Negatives: We have to keep it up until 

it is needed. 

       Option 2: Use the Church Center as ministry space. Positives: could be used for meetings or small groups.  Negatives: We 

should have plenty of space at the new building and would still have the cost of keeping a second building functional. 

        Option 3: Rent the house until it is needed:  Positives: could bring in money to cover the cost of having it.  Negatives: may 

not bring in enough to cover the cost of having it and keeping it up.  Trustees are not interested in being landlords. 

        Option 4: Sell the Church Center.  Put $40,000 into an account to keep as a down payment if a future pastor wants a  

parsonage.  Use the rest of the money to pay off our debt on the new building and for the etc fund to cover furnishings in the new 

building.  Remember we also now have $1,200 a month in the budget for housing allowance, which could be used as a house  

payment in the future or to cover renting a home.  Positives: uses an asset we have to lower our debt and saves us money in the 

long run. Negatives: We would have to get a parsonage or rent one if a future pastor does not want a housing allowance. 

       Option 5: Sell the Church Center and put all of the money into an account.  Positives: if we need to buy a new parsonage in 

the future a large portion of the money will be there.  Negatives: we will have a good amount of money in the bank while paying 

interest on the debt of the church building. 

         At this time, the Trustees recommend the fourth option of selling the Church Center, which requires approval by church  

conference vote.  They believe we have many options if a future pastor would want us to provide a home and it would be the best 

use of our assets at this time. So we will have a church conference on Sunday, April 27th at 11:30 am.  The conference will begin 

with a presentation from the Trustees and we will decide what to do with the Church Center when it is no longer needed as an  

office and meeting space.  If you have questions or concerns please contact our Trustees or Pastor James.  The Trustees will also 

be available after both services on Sunday, April 13th to answer questions.  

                 Although I am not sure if we are done with the snow just yet, spring may finally be here. 

    With the warmer weather, my body is ready to get outside.  Helen and I did quite a bit of  

    work outside our house last year and will probably do the same this year.  I have plenty to do 

    with organizing our garage.  We also have many shrubs and bushes around our house to care 

    for.  We will plant a garden again, maybe not the carrots and beans that only fed the rabbits in 

    our neighborhood, but we will still plant something, water it and help it grow.  As we enjoy 

    being outdoors, our focus in our church during the month of April will be on participating in 

    the Natural Church Development (NCD) process.   

            Pastor Helen is part of a conference-wide ministry development academy and a piece of 

    her academy is to participate in NCD.  Last month, 30 members of our congregation filled out 

a survey to help discover where our strengths and weaknesses are as a congregation.  I will use these results to guide my  

messages for this month.  

Is there anything I really do to make a tomato plant grow?  I water it. I put it in good soil.  I may even give it some    

fertilizer.  But each of those in themselves does not make the plant grow.  Each step I take helps create an environment where 

growth can occur, but the growth occurs naturally.  All organisms need healthy environments to grow to their potential. 

NCD is designed to help us focus on what we can do to create a church environment where growth can occur.  It is   

designed to encourage us to improve the quality of our Christ-centered congregation in key areas.  It is not a church growth for-

mula, but rather a process to improve our church health.  If we can continue to cultivate a healthy environment, God will provide 

the growth. As spring begins to bud around us, let us prepare to allow God to make our church grow and blossom this spring. 



 

 

 

April Love Offering  

Good Neighbor Fund 

Christ calls us in Matthew 25 to serve 

those in need.  Our Good Neighbor 

Fund helps us do just that.  This fund 

is set up to assist people who are not 

members of our church.  People who 

have asked for assistance when just 

passing through and are in need of 

help with gas, food or a bus ticket.  

Please give to the Love Offering and 

continue to help us be a church 
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Parents Night Out!  

April 11th, 5:30-9:00pm 

The youth will provide games,  

supper, snacks and activities,  

including a pajama party and movie 

to end the night.  Each child will 

need to bring pajamas, a sleeping 

bag or blanket and a pillow. Sign 

up with Pastor Helen by Tuesday, 

April 8th.  The cost is $10/child or 

$20 max. per family. 

Attention Husbands, Dads, & Kids!   

Motherôs Day is a month awayéWhat do you give the 

woman who deserves thanks for all she does? 
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$25 for 2 hours and they will truly brighten the day of the 
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to babysitting, house cleaning, mowing and other yard work, 
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starting Sunday, April 27th before and after both Worship  

Services.  Show the woman in your life that you appreciate 
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Womenôs Bible Study 
ñDealing With Your Problemsò 

Starting April 10th , our Thursday morning 

group will be focusing on scriptures that help 

us deal with some of our problems in life.  

Each week, from April 10th�² May 15th, we 

will look at a new struggle: headaches,  

hassles, stress, moral dilemmas, worry and 

illness.  Join us at 9:30am each Thursday for 

scripture reflection, group discussion and 

prayer.   

Etcé Fund 

 As our new church home moves  

towards completion, we need to be sure we can 

cover the costs of furnishing our building with 

everything needed for our ministries.  At the 

Chapel is a board with the areas of need and 

ranges of gifts that can be given.  Specific areas 

of need are chairs for the sanctuary,  

appliances and utensils for the kitchen, book-

cases for offices, classrooms & library, tables 

for the fellowship hall and classrooms, and 

video equipment and software to spread the 

message of Christ through media. 

 Thanks to our SPUMY families, led by 

Anne Zalenski, for kicking off our Etc... Fund 

with the Easter breakfast that raised $558. 

Summer Games University for 6thð12th Graders 
July 14th-July 18th  

(Application with satellite choice and $75 deposit due Sunday, April 6th) 

 Summer Games University is a weeklong camp experience that will 

be on the campus of Grinnell College this year.  Youth participate in small 

groups for games and satellites of their choice.  Contact Pastors James or 

Helen for more information and/or an application or visit their website at 

www.summergamesuniversity.org.  The final $75 is due June 1st.   

Satellite Options include: Drama, Science, Football, Praise & Worship, 

Scrap Booking, Basketball, Science, Art, Volleyball, Video Games,  

Swimming, Puppets, Mission Projects, Cycling, Dance Team and Soccer. 

Brat Sale! 

April  18th and 19th 

�:�H�¶�O�O���E�H���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���R�X�U���%�U�D�W���6�D�O�H���R�Q��
Friday, April 18th and Saturday, 

April 19th.  Stop over at the park (on 

town square) for some lunch or  

supper. There will be brats and hot 

dogs, with a variety of toppings, soda 

and water.  We will need volunteers 

�W�R���K�H�O�S�����V�R���L�I���\�R�X�¶�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�����Z�D�W�F�K��
for a sign-up to be passed at worship 

in the next couple weeks. 

ñHow Lovely is Your Dwelling Place,  

O Lord Almightyò 

�:�H�O�O�����Z�H�¶�U�H���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���U�L�J�K�W���D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���R�Q��
our new church building.  Those who came for the 

Blessing of Our Building had an enjoyable time  

signing their names and/or writing scriptures on the 

floor and the children got to put their handprints on 

the floor. Opportunities for sweat equity are now 

becoming available.  Everyone (above 16 years old) 

is welcome to make light work for many hands.  

Sanding and staining are the major project right 

now, but keep an eye out for opportunities to work 

together.  


