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Vision Statement: ...to be a church where you can SEE Christ 

ñThe Easter Treeò 
On Palm Sunday, we will  

enjoy church-wide fellowship 

at 9:00am with the Childrenôs 

Easter Musical following at 

10:00am.  ñThe Easter Treeò, 

brought to us by our K-6th 

Graders, is the beautiful story 

of Jesus presented so all ages can understand.  

Hope Sunday on Palm Sunday 
With only two weeks left in Lent, we are  

encouraging everyone to bring in one or two 

items needed for our Hope Kits.  You can find 

these items inside this Anchor and also on our 

mission bulletin board in the Sanctuary. We 

also welcome financial donations which can be 

put in the Love Offering envelopes or dropped 

into our ñHouse of Hopeò Offering Basket.   

Letôs all participate in this project so these  

children can have hope and know that God 

loves them. 

 On Good Friday we will be showing ñThe Passion of the Christò movie in our sanctuary.  I 

highly recommend every adult see this movie at least one time.  It can be difficult to watch because of 

the violence portrayed in it, but it is also a fairly accurate picture of Jesusô final hours on this earth. 

 Every time I watch this movie my body shivers at the end.  Not to ruin the movie for anyone 

who has not seen it, but as Jesus comes into view of the camera after having spent 2 hours watching 

him give his life, my body cannot contain the emotions.  I shiver as the joy and excitement of  

something so unusual and powerful as the resurrection is brought to life before my eyes.  Every time I 

see it I want to jump up and cheer, but I usually hold that back because other people are with me. 

 I still get chills thinking about the resurrection in my life.  Before Christ entered my life I was heading in the wrong  

direction.  I was using all kinds of dead things to give my life meaning.  I was chasing all kinds of worldly dreams.  Then Christ 

made me aware of his great love for me.  I was invited into the resurrection and became a new person.  I was brought back to lif e.  I 

finally had a living purpose and direction in my life. 

Each day God is working to bring new life into the hearts and lives of people all around us.  We are called to help invite 

people to be made new in Christ.  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 

not parish, but have eternal life.  Godôs gift of eternal life continues to be spread through the Church.  We can celebrate together  

Jesusô resurrection and all of the lives changed by the power of the resurrection. 

This Easter I hope the power of God will fill our hearts and lives in ways that will bring us new life in Christ.  Throughout 

this year, I believe God will give new life for the first time to many people.  God will also renew us in order that we might continue 

to live a resurrected life. 

By 

Rev. 

James 

Parks 

Maundy Thursday Service, From Communion to the Cross 

April 9th at 6:30pm 
We encourage everyone to join us for this special Holy Week service.  Our choir 

and the youth of the church will help lead us in this time of remembrance of the 

true sacrifice of Jesus. We will travel with our Lord from the Last Supper to his 

experience on the cross.  Childcare will be available for children 5 and under.  

Good Friday showing of ñThe Passion of the Christò 

April 10th at 6:30pm 
On the day which the crucifixion of Jesus is observed, we come 

together to watch the profound story of courage and sacrifice 

depicting the final twelve hours in the life of Jesus Christ.  

With the graphic violence in Mel Gibsonôs ñThe Passion of the 

Christ,ò we ask that ages 15-17 have parental consent to watch 

and 14 and under have a parent with them.  It is important for 

us to truly remember the love that Jesus has for us by  

witnessing what he went through on his way to the cross. 

Church-wide Easter Breakfast, April 12th 9:15-10:15am 
The youth and their families will be sponsoring our first church-

wide Easter breakfast in our new building.  This breakfast will help 

raise funds for our youth mission trip to Tennessee and our week at 

Summer Games University. The breakfast will include egg  

casserole, hash brown casserole, fruit, pastries, and drinks.  There is 

a suggested minimum donation of $6 for adults and $3 for children for the  

breakfast, but all donations are welcome. Everyone is encouraged to sign-up ahead 

of time, but all are welcome to join us on Easter Sunday. 

April 
5th  



 

 

 

 We hope your family can join us for our fellowship meals on Wednesday nights in 2009.  The 611 Kitchen Crew with host 

families begin serving the meal by 5:45pm.  We ask everyone who eats to chip in $6 for adults and youth, $3 for kids 3-12 years old 

and children 2 and under are free ($26 max per family).   

 April 1st  Spaghetti/Salad/Garlic Bread 

 April 8th  No 611 

 April 15th Taco Salad/Fruit Salad 

 April 22nd  BBQ Pork/Baked Beans/Potato Salad 

 April 29th Caseyôs Pizza/Salad 

  Plus drinks, dessert and a kidôs serving table with bread and peanut butter & jelly.   

Please make your meal reservation by the Monday before on the 611 Meal Sign-up found at the Sign-up Station or call the church 

office at 668-2288.  

611 Meals  

Serving Christ outside our doors!  
òHope for the Childrenó Lent Mission Project 

 During Lent, our church has had a special mission project for ñHouse of Hopeò located in Crossville, TN.  On their mission 

trip in June, our youth will be ministering at the Cumberland Childrenôs Center, ñHouse of Hopeò.  This is a short-term care facility 

aiding children forced to endure a toxic, dangerous environment at home due to methamphetamine manufacturing and use and/or 

other forms of abuse and neglect.  The children are silent victims of neglect, persecution and injury.  After the children are removed 

from the home, ñHouse of Hopeò offers a safe place to eat, play and rest for a few hours while waiting for relatives or foster families 

to take them to a new home. 

 These children have to leave behind everything (clothes, toys, personal items), so ñHouse of Hopeò tries to provide each 

child a Hope Kit to help them during this time of transition.   

 We have been gathering donations during Lent and with only two weeks left, we need everyone to join in the project and 

bring in some needed items. We also encourage church members to give $ to our Lent love offering, which will be used to buy the 

needed items to make these kits, with any extra $ given directly to ñHouse of Hopeò.   

Hope Kits for Children:  

Undergarments for all ages 2-17 

Deodorant for pre-teens & teens 

Shampoo & conditioner 

Lice kits 

Hair brushes 

Hope Kits for Babies: 

Diapers, sizes 1-5 (desperate need of 

size 4 & 5 diapers and pull-ups) 

Baby wipes 

Baby bath wash 

ñHouse of Hopeò also needs: 

Clothing for infants-17 year olds 

Backpacks for all ages 

Car seats (5 point harness system & 

booster seats that are in good shape and 

not on a recall list) 

 Please bring your Hope Kit donations to the tubs in the sanctuary and the church lobby.  Your financial donations can be put 

in the Love Offering envelopes or dropped into our ñHouse of Hopeò Offering Basket.  Thank you for giving hope to children that 

need to know God is with them! 

All children toddler through 6th 

grade are invited to the Fellow-

ship Hall at 10:00am on Saturday, 

April 4th for our Easter Egg Hunt.  

Bring your basket and come with 

a parent, ready for some Easter 

fun! Candy/Sticker/Toy donations 

can be brought to Pastor Helenôs 

Office by Wednesday, April 1st.  

ñThe Attic needs your spring and summer clothing!!  We are now taking donations for spring and summer clothes only for 

ñThe Attic.ò  This mission has already touched many families and we hope it can continue as we get into warm weather.  We can 

always use volunteers with sorting the clothes, so contact Marci Mohr #668-1652 if you can help.  

Saturday,  

April 4th  

10:00am  

New Member Class 
Anyone interested in becoming a member of St. Paulôs United Methodist Church is 

invited to go through our new member sessions starting April 19th. 

The first session is Pizza with the Pastors which is an informal gathering to get to talk 

with Pastors James and Helen.  We will have pizza at 11:45am in the Fellowship Hall on     

Sunday, April 19th.  The other sessions will be offered on Monday nights from 6:30-7:30pm.  

Session One will focus on the history and theology of the United Methodist Church.  This     

session will also discuss the leadership structure of our church.  Session Two will focus on   

discovering your spiritual gifts and where we can use them in the church.  Session Three will be 

an overview of the mission and ministry of St. Paulôs UMC. Childcare will be 

provided for the evening sessions. 

 If you cannot make one or more of the session please contact Pastor 

James to set up a different time.  Please RSVP to Sonja for the Pizza with the 

Pastors to Sonja by April 13th at 668-2288.   

Å  Sunday, April 19th 11:30am - 1:00pm  Å  Monday, April 27th 6:30 - 7:30pm 

Å  Monday, May 4th 6:30 - 7:30pm  Å  Monday, May 11th 6:30 - 7:30pm 



 

Vital Statistics 
Worship Attendance      

March 1              241   

March 8        198   

March 15       247 

March 22       276 

March 29       244 

Total Offering Received     $19,309 
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Deadline for news for the May 

ANCHOR  is April 24th.  Email info to 

Sonja or drop it off at the Church.   

Joys   

&  

Concerns  

Financial Footnotes 
     Every month St. Paulôs UMC pays out 

Apportionments to the Conference.  We 

currently pay approximately $2,140 each 

month.  A percentage of this is sent to our 

sister conference in Nigeria to support 

their ministry.  We also support Wesley 

Foundations at our 4 major Universities.  

The University of Iowa, Iowa State  

University, University of Northern Iowa 

and Drake University  each have a United 

Methodist Pastor on campus to serve their 

students.  With these joint 

ministries, we continue to 

join with other United  

Methodists around the world 

in this giving. 

The I-POGôs would like to thank every-

one who purchased baked goods at our 

Bake Sale in February!  We raised $654 

which went towards purchasing new 

puppets.  A special thanks to Del & 

Janet Clubine, Gloria Haasis, Gary & 

Joan Keiser, Ruth Mayberry and Kevin 

& Tina Schafbuch. 

Summer Games University for 6 th -12th  graders: 
Itõs time to Register! 

     Summer Games University is a weeklong camp  

experience from Monday, July 20th-Friday, July 24th 

that will be on the campus of Grinnell College again 

this year.  Youth participate in small group Bible  

studies along with group games and satellites of their 

choice. SGU Worships use demonstrative experiences 

such as prayer services and a crucifixion pageant.  If 

interested, please see Pastor Helen for a registration 

form and/or other information.  Our church offers the 

SGU experience for $160 for families that participate 

with our fundraisers. 

*Registration Form with Satellite choice and             

$80 deposit due Sunday, April 12th    

Final $80 due Sunday, June 28th  

Habitat for Humanity  
     Plans are in line to begin building the Habitat for Humanity house in 

Williamsburg in July.  The house will be built for Michelle Edwards and 

her family who will be moving from North Liberty.  Keep your eyes 

open for sign-ups as summer approaches for working on the house,  

donating or serving food, and any number of opportunities to be a part of 

this community project. 

Brat Sale! 

April  17th and 18th 

Weôll be having our Brat Sale 

on Friday, April 17th and 

Saturday, April 18th.  Stop 

over at the park (on town 

square) for some lunch or 

supper. There will be brats 

and hot dogs, with a variety 

of toppings, soda and water.  

We will need volunteers to 

help, so watch for more infor-

mation in the 

next couple 

weeks. 

Congratulations to 

Kevin & Tina  

Schafbuch 

 on the birth of their 

daughter,  

Amy Pearl on  

February 26th.   

Pastorôs Academy Coming to SPUMC 

April 30th & May 1st  
     We will be having a Pastor's Academy on 

April 30th and May 1st here at our church.  

There will be around 30 pastors from across 

the state of Iowa coming to see how God is 

working through St. Paul's UMC.  Some of 

our leadership will be present for a panel  

discussion.  We will also be responsible for 

hospitality and 2 meals for the group. If you're 

interested in serving during this time, please 

let Pastor James know.  It is quite an honor to 

be selected as a teaching church in our  

conference and know this is only possible  

because of the lay leadership in our  

congregation. 

Getting to Know:      ñIt is an honor to be able to share                                                  
Sandy Rohrer             the truths of His Word with your children.ò 

     As our congregation grows, so does our childrenôs ministry.  With this 

growth, we have hired an Early Childhood Coordinator.  In just a short 

couple weeks, Sandy has already made an impact on our children here at 

St. Paulôs.  A mother of 3, Sandy found herself called to stay home in 

2006 and study His word.  ñI absolutely enjoy sharing Jesus with my 

kids, so itôs exciting to make the Bible come alive when we ñDig for 

Treasureò with a bunch of preschoolers.ò  Sandy also participates in our 

Tuesday morning Womenôs Bible Study and is part of our Prayer Team.   

 Sandy graduated from Williamsburg High School and is currently taking  

correspondence classes through Charis Bible College out of Colorado Springs, CO.  She has 

started different ministries including a jail ministry and Diapers to Disciples (a stay at home 

momôs group) and has been involved with many other ministries including counseling  

mothers at a pregnancy resource center and sponsoring different childrenôs camps.  ñMy 

goal with the children is to share who Jesus is, how much He loves each of them and all that 

He has already done for them.ò  Please stop in the nursery or preschool room and welcome 

Sandy on Sunday mornings or Wednesday nights.   



  

SPUMY 

NEWS 

Saturday, April 4th 9:30-10:30amðYouth hide eggs 

for Easter Egg Hunt 

Wednesday, April 8th 6:30-7:30pmðDress          

Rehearsal for Thursdayôs Service 

Thursday, April 9th 6:30pmðYouth-led Maundy 

Thursday Service (then set up for Easter Breakfast) 

Friday, April 10th 6:30pmðGood Friday showing of 

ñThe Passion of Christò (ages 15-17 need parental   

consent to watch/age 14 and under must have a parent 

with them). 

Sunday, April 12thðEaster Breakfast & Worship  

Services ($80 and application due fur SGU) 

Wednesday, April 15th 6:21-7:21pmðSr. High starts 

Dave Ramseyôs ñGeneration Changeò (only $10 per 

teen since a donation has been made towards          

Generation Change) 

Friday, April 24th -Saturday, April 25th 11:00am ð

Confirmation Retreat ($10 per youth covers expenses of 

the retreat but each youth needs to bring a snack to 

share). 
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Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
Wednesday, April 1st 6:21pmðK-6th Graders full         

rehearsal of ñThe Easter Treeò 

Saturday, April 4th 10:00amðEaster Egg Hunt for    

Toddler-6th Graders (we welcome donations for our Easter 

Egg Hunt.  Feel Free to leave individually-wrapped candy 

and/or Christian stickers/small toys in Pastor Helenôs    

Office by Wednesday, April 1st.) 10:30-11:30amðDress 

rehearsal for ñThe Easter Treeò for K-6th Graders 

Sunday, April 5th 9:00amðWarm up for the musical in 

the sanctuary.  Come wearing your Sunday dress clothes 

(no jeans or shorts please) and ready for a great day of 

sharing the story of Jesus with our congregation. 

10:00amðñThe Easter Treeò during worship 

No 611 during Holy Week! 

No Sunday Morning Club on Easter Sunday, enjoy the 

church-wide breakfast! 

On Wednesday, April 15th, we will start our final month of 

Wednesday Night 611, which will end on May 6th with a 

church-wide potluck. 

On Sunday, April 19th, we start our last Sunday Morning 

Club rotation, which will end on Sunday, May 3rd.   

Have a blessed Easter  

Sunday, April 12th  


